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The recently-deceased George R. Gavrila of Detroit, 
known to many for his activities in the Episcopate and 
the Detroit-area Orthodox parishes, was a high school 
teacher and principal. His mother, Martha Gavrila, was 
also very active, being National President of the Asso- 
ciation of Romanian Orthodox Women’s Auxiliaries in 
America (ARFORA). The Romanian Orthodox Church 
was near and dear to their hearts, which they remem- 
bered even after their deaths. As an ultimate and lasting 
gesture, George Gavrila bequeathed his substantial es- 
tate, much of which he inherited from his mother and 
relatives, to the Romanian Orthodox Church. Many of 
our parishes were pleasantly surprised to receive be- 
tween $2,500.00 and $5,000.00 from his estate. The 
Episcopate is to receive the bulk of his estate. 

The example of George Gavrila gives us food for 
thought. Are our members finally ready to include in 
their wills provisions for their local parishes and the 
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate? For years, an effort 
was made to educate our faithful in this direction, as is 
more prevalent in non-Orthodox churches, which are 
beneficiaries of substantial bequests. 

Since most of our members have come from a country 
with state-supported churches, they were not used to 
making substantial contributions to their parishes and 
much less to the Episcopate. We were forced to tax each 
member to belong to the parish. Many still did not be- 
come dues-paying members. As a result, the parishes 
had to rely on many and varied gimmicks to meet their 
budgets, such as dinners, festivals, raffles, etc., which 
attracted non-members whose participation helped raise 
money. 

Too rare were our members inclined to include the 
Church in their wills. If anyone had any substantial 
wealth, and there were no close relatives, there was 
always some greedy person ready to step in to inherit it. 
I know of at least 5 cases in my pastorate where more 
than half a million dollars was lost to the Church by 
unscrupulous leeches. On the other hand, Bobby 
Dumetroff bequeathed the parish $100,000.00 at my 
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bidding. (I could have just as well convinced him to 
leave it to me.) Likewise, Anatol Wendel, whom I 
helped when he arrived in this country while I was parish 
priest in New York City, left my parish in Cleveland 

Cont. on page 3 


HELP FOR ROMANIA 


COLLECTION 
Sunday, December 11 


December is the month in which we make a 
balance of the past year. It is also the time when we 
buy gifts for family and friends. It is that period of 
reflection, over how fortunate we are to have sur- 
vived another year, despite all of the tragedies and 
calamities in the world. 

Through our humanitarian help to Romania (to 
children, hospitals, monasteries, seminaries and old 
age homes), we have observed the progress and 
benefits which this aid has helped bring to the 
people since 1990. It is imperative that we con- 
tinue assistance programs in Romania; because, 
these programs are effective and there is still great 
need for assistance. 

WE CANNOT DO IT WITHOUT YOUR HELP, 
OUR PARISHIONERS AND FRIENDS! 

Therefore, as you count your blessings this year, 
remember that there are many hungry, sick and 
needy people in Romania. 

GIVE GENEROUSLY ON SUNDAY, DE- 
CEMBER 11, during the special collection for 
Help for Romania. God will reward you for your 
charitable gift; and, the gratitude of the needy will 
bless you during the coming Feast of the Nativity 
of Christ. % 

With thanks in advance for your gifts, 

Very Rey. Richard J. Grabowski 
U.S. Coordinator of Assistance - 


Help for Romania 
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YOUR MONEY Cont. from page 2 
nearly $100,000.00, which I never expected. 

We Orthodox are beginning to climb the economic 
ladder. We often read of non-Romanian Orthodox, such 
as Greek, Lebanese and Russian, donating substantial 
sums to their churches, locally and nationally. 

The Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of late has had a 
few great benefactors. To mind comes John Brancu, 
one of the last to still pan for gold in California, who 
made donations to the Episcopate, which was not much, 
but almost all he had. Also, I remember Mrs. Maria 
McWilliams, a Romanian lady married to an oil man in 
Oklahoma, who bequeathed her money to the Episco- 
pate to be used for the Heritage Center. Archbishop 
VALERIAN himself left the residue of his estate to the 
Heritage Center, which he founded and now bears his 
name. 

Lately, the Episcopate received a gift from Mrs. 
Rucsanda Bota of Miramar, Florida, with which the 
property across the street from the Episcopate headquar- 
ters was purchased and upon which a new Diocesan 


Center will be built. She has also made substantial dona- 


tions to her parish in Miramar, to the Heritage Center 
and other worthy causes, including Help for Romania. 
We certainly are fortunate in having such a generous 


_ donor and a dedicated Romanian Orthodox. 


Many individuals have earmarked certain sums for 
scholarships and other projects. 

By and large, the Episcopate still has to rely on in- 
come from the assessment of each parish member. It 
initiated the Supporters of the Episcopate with a mini- 
mum donation of $10.00 per year. Many Supporters 
contribute much more, but only a small fraction of the 
parish members are Supporters. 

The Episcopate has a number of Auxiliaries 
(ARFORA, AROY, the Orthodox Brotherhoods), which 
include some money in their budgets for Episcopate 
projects. Though an Episcopate Sunday was set aside to 
raise money in the parishes, not all parishes participate 
in this program. 

There is no denying that the Episcopate has come a 
long way financially, but there is much more room for 
improvement in this respect. Until recently, a number of 
local parishes had greater budgets than the Episcopate 
itself. 

With all the sources of income, which are erratic and 
uncertain, it is still worth educating our members to 
practice stewardship in regard to the parish and the 
Episcopate. 

We are at a time when we too have our share of well- 
to-do members, who should be induced to include the 
parish and the Episcopate in their wills. They also can 
make them beneficiaries of life insurance policies and 
trusts. So much is yet to be achieved by the parishes and 
the Episcopate. Let us not nickel-and-dime them to death. 
If not tithing (10%), let us practice Christian stewardship 
in supporting our parishes and Episcopate. If we are in 
the position, let us follow the example of the late George 
Gavrila - and great will be your reward in heaven. 
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BICENTENNIAL OF 
ORTHODOXY IN 
NORTH AMERICA 


His Grace, Bishop NATHANIEL, joined with His 
Beatitude, Metropolitan THEODOSIUS and other Hier- 
archs and dignitaries in the Nation’s capital in celebrat- 
ing the culmination of the Jubilee Year commemorating 
the Bicentennial of Orthodox Christianity in North 
America, September 23-25. 

On Friday, the schedule included observing the chang- 
ing of the guard and a wreath-laying ceremony at the 
Tomb of the Unknowns in Arlington Cemetery. Ortho- 
dox military chaplains joined the hierarchs for this event. 
A Memorial Service was held in the cemetery Amphi- 
theater for all Orthodox defenders of the Nation; and 
then, the participants walked to a nearby site where a 
spruce tree was planted on the grounds, the tree being a 
reminder of “Spruce Island” where St. Herman made his 
home, working among the Natives and a living memorial 
to those fallen in defense of the Nation. 

Later, each of the hierarchs, joining many other mourn- 
ers, placed a single yellow rose somewhere along the 
course of the Vietnam Memorial Wall. 

Later in the day, the hierarchs were guests of Dr. 
James Billington, Librarian for the Library of Congress, 
to view a new exhibit, “In the Beginning was the Word: 
The Russian Orthodox Church and Native Alaskan Cul- 
tures,” honoring the contributions of the Russian Ortho- 
dox Church in Alaska. 

In the evening, at the National Archives, the guests 
were privileged to see the various documents of America’s 
foundations and also to see one of the copies of “The 
Alaska Treaty of 1867.” A reception was given in one of 
the nearby rooms and a special concert by the Washing- 
ton Slavic Male Chorus was enjoyed by a capacity audi- 
ence. 

Saturday morning the bells of St. Nicholas OCA Ca- 
thedral and St. Sophia Greek Cathedral pealed out notes 
of joy and thanksgiving as the clergy processed into St. 
Sophia for an Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. A pan-Ortho- 
dox choir, conducted by Mrs. Marie Ficken of St. Mary 
Parish, Washington (Romanian Episcopate), George 
Amouri, Antiochian Archdiocese and Andrea Lutsov of 
St. Nicholas, sang the responses to the holy service. 

Participants were: His Beatitude, THEODOSIUS; 
Metropolitan CHRISTOPHER, Serbian Church; Metro- 
politan JOSEPH, Bulgarian Church; Archbishop 
VICTORIN, Romanian Church; Bishop 
ATHENAGORAS, Greek Church; Bishop ANTOUN, 
Antiochian Church; OCA hierarchs: Archbishops 
KYRILL, PETER, HERMAN, Bishops NATHANIEL, 
JOB, SERAPHIM, BASIL. 

In the evening, Vespers were served in the St. Nicho- 

Cont. on page 16 
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November Is Charity Month — Charity Sunday: November 27 


Wuy WE GIvE THE Way WE Do 


An Historical Perspective on Orthodox Giving 
by Rev. Fr. John Bartke 


Recently, the topic of tithing has come to the forefront 
of discussion within the Orthodox Church. Through the 
reception of 2,000 former evangelical Protestants into 
the Antiochian Archdiocese in 1987, such things have 
quite naturally arisen, bringing about a great deal of 
healthy dialogue, a re-examination of beliefs, and at 
times a certain degree of frustration and misunderstand- 
ing. 

“hi for me, there is a struggle going on — a struggle 
intensified by the fact that I have experienced “both 
sides” of the issue first-hand. On the one hand, I too was 
raised in an evangelical Christian home, and I remember 
watching my father faithfully take 10% of his paycheck 
and give to the Church each payday. He taught me well 
— this is what God expects — this is what Christians do. 

On the other hand, I have now been within the Ortho- 
dox Faith for almost 16 years, and I have come to realize 
that Orthodox practices simply do not manifest them- 
selves along the same lines as Protestant evangelicalism. 
Orthodox faith and practice do not go back 100 years, or 
even 500 years, but nearly two-thousand. They represent 
a rich tapestry of interwoven beliefs, traditions, and 
customs which have been sewn together over the course 
of centuries. 

I would like to address two critical questions in regard 
to the issue of giving and the Orthodox Church. The Ist, 
Why have Orthodox Christians historically chosen other 
means besides the tithe in order to raise needed fi- 
nances? And the 2nd, and one which I believe every 
Christian must answer is, Should Orthodox believers 
tithe today? 

AN HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE 

The traditional way of giving and raising funds within 
the various Orthodox Churches of North America does 
not center around a 10% tithe. Most of these Churches 
retain an “old-country” ethnic flavor, which means that 
the financial support of a parish is based more on festi- 
vals, dances, bazaars, bake sales, and raffles than on 
individual contributions. Why is this so? 

The Orthodox faithful of today — whether Greek, 
Russian, Arabic, Serbian, or any other group — have not 
come to live in this country apart from their heritage, the 
Scriptural, historical, traditional, and ethnic roots upon 
which their Faith is built. Therefore, if we are to under- 
stand the Orthodox mindset, we must see it not from the 
perspective of modern 20th Century America, but the 
traditional “Old World” setting from which it came. 

In the “old country,” no matter where that might be, 
the Church these immigrants left behind was most often 
a suffering Church. If not in the midst of a severe perse- 
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cution, the Church had just come out of one, or was 
about to enter into a new one. No other Faith has suffered 
as much as the Orthodox Faith. The blood of tens of 
millions of martyrs has baptized the Church. 

This fact alone contributes much toward the modern 
Orthodox outlook on tithing. In severely persecuted 
Churches a tithe of 10% is, and was, simply not practi- 
cal. Christians in these countries have regularly wit- 
nessed lands and homes being taken, priests and laypeople 
murdered, and children kidnapped to serve in the armed- 
forces. Ten percent would not even begin to cover the 
costs incurred by the persecuted Churches. No, in these 
countries the financial commitment must not be 10%. 
It’s either 100% or nothing at all! 

Secondly, a fact easily overlooked by Christians in a 
democracy such as America, is that in a persecuted 
country all of the funds collected by the Church go 
directly to the state anyway — whether voluntarily or 
involuntarily. This fact militates against a tithe being 
taken. The faithful in these countries would ask, ‘““Where 
would such a tithe end up? With the poor? In some 
important new Church project? For clergy or secretarial 
salaries?” No, in the persecuted Church, all of the funds 
go directly to the state. So the people do not tithe, for if 
they did the state would simply take it away. 

Another issue arises. What of the actual Church build- 
ings in these Old World countries? Where did they come 
from? How were they constructed? Certainly not in the 
1980’s from concrete, steel girder, and glass. 

These Churches — whether in Greece, Russia, the 
Balkans, or the Middle East — were generally built 
centuries ago. A few are modern, but most are ancient. 
Building funds are non-existent, for the buildings have 
been owned by the Church for hundreds, if not thou- 
sands of years. Even the priest is paid by the bishop or 
diocese through property holdings or trust funds. The 
same is true for repair and maintenance costs. So when 
the offering is taken, a great percentage goes exactly to 
those who need it the most — the poor and neglected! 

Recently I heard the story of a very wealthy man in 
the Middle East, who frankly admitted that he never 
gave anything to the Church. When asked why not, his 
response was simple: “No one ever asked!” This re- 
sponse may sound appalling to us, especially when we 
consider the great needs which exist in the Church for 
the welfare of the poor and the faithful. However, when 
seen in the light of the above factors, we can at least 
begin to understand some of the forces at work in his 
naiveté. 


Finally, I think we must look honestly at what hap- 
SOLIA NOVEMBER 1994 


»ened to those first Orthodox Christians who came to 
merica — how they lived, and how they started their 
Churches. 

Initially these Churches, regardless of ethnic make- 
p, were supported by the Czar. As was the case in many 
old-world countries, part of the tax levied against the 
eople of a land went toward the Church and Church 
xpenses. 

After 1917, this vital supply-line was cut off — once 
d for all. The faithful, often destitute immigrants, gave 
emselves totally for the sake of God’s Holy Church. 
ey mortgaged their homes, they baked ethnic foods in 
eir kitchens to sell to friends and neighbors, they con- 
agregated at the Church to pray, to worship, to be to- 
ether, to dance and to sing. In the process they raised 
nough money to found almost 2,000 Orthodox Churches 
iin North America alone — all without the tithe. We must 
snever belittle the tremendous sacrifice and effort ex- 
pended by these simple immigrants in America. Without 
it, there would simply be no Orthodox Church here! 
THE BIG QUESTION 

This brings us to the second, and more pertinent ques- 
tion this article seeks to answer. I would like to address 
this particularly to readers from traditionally Orthodox 
backgrounds, for it is of paramount importance. The 
- question is, of course, Should Orthodox believers tithe 

today? 

Let me preface my answer with three important quali- 
fications. 

1. Tithing should and must not be looked upon from 
the standpoint of legalism. There is nothing that Jesus 
abhorred more than those who kept the letter of the law, 
yet neglected the weightier matters: justice, mercy, faith, 
and the love of God. Tithing will not save the soul; nor 
will its absence destroy what God has built. 

2. The 10% tithe must not be equated directly to 
Orthodox Christianity. It would be wrong and even na- 
ive to say that tithing has been a universal practice of the 
historic Orthodox Faith throughout the centuries, or that 
a great deal of literature exists on the subject in the 
writings of the Fathers. Although some material does 
exist, it is not in abundance. 

3. Similarly, the 10% tithe must not be equated only 
to 20th Century Protestantism. Its roots are very ancient. 
The tithe was common practice in Old Testament tradi- 
tion, and has been called upon to great effect throughout 
the history of God’s people, especially when believers 
have struggled to establish the Faith in a new land (as for 
instance when the Jews were establishing their land and 
faith in the Old Testament times). 

And now to the all important question. Should Ortho- 
dox Christians tithe today? 

ABSOLUTELY! 

By the grace of God, we do not live in a country which 
persecutes the Church and robs her of her money. We do 
not live in an era of severe, blood-letting persecution 
which requires a 100% commitment of our finances if 
the Church is to survive. We do not live in the first- 
century during which all things were held in common by 


SOLIA NOVEMBER 1994 


Christians as the Church struggled to gain hold. We live 
in a free country which is wide open to the good news of 
the Orthodox Faith and desperately in need of her heal- 
ing ministry. 

On the other hand, while it is a blessing not to be 
living in a persecuted country, we also do not live in a 
country which supports or financially upholds our Or- 
thodox Church. And we do not live in a country in which 
our church buildings have been built and paid for for 
centuries or in which priests” salaries are able to be paid 
out of pre-existing trust funds or from property holdings. 
Our churches are faced with regular, monthly mortgages 
and the need to supply regular, monthly salaries for our 
priests and other Church workers. The Church’s finan- 
cial support must come from its present membership, or 
not come at all. 

Is it not appropriate that we as committed Orthodox 
seek to establish the Faith of the Apostles here, even as 
the Old Testament Jews sought to establish their land 
and faith? There can be no doubt about it. I have lived as 
an evangelical, and I have now served as an Orthodox 
priest. I believe with all my heart that Orthodoxy will 
never be established on this continent until we as Ortho- 
dox learn two things: 

1. We must hold fast to the traditions that we have 
been taught by word and letter (II Thessalonians 2:15). 

2. We must once again begin to tithe to the Lord what 
is His — for it is Holy unto Him. % 

Reprinted from St. George Antiochian Orthodox 
Church Parish Bulletin, Flint, Michigan. 
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LENORE KINNEAR 
ESTATE FAVORS 
VATRA KIDS 


Over the years, Lenore nee 
Tudor Kinnear, visited the 
Diocesan Center, Vatra 
Romaneasca, and became im- 
pressed with the buildings, 
grounds and, in particular, 
with the camp facilities for 
the “Vatra Kids.” Like oth- 
ers, she loved to visit Vatra 
and enjoyed the beautiful sur- 
roundings. 

Lenore loved children, and 
although she was not blessed with any of her own, she 
took a special interest in them. She was pleased that the 
Episcopate had a long-standing summer camp program 
and appreciated the efforts and sacrifices of the staff 
working with the students. 

Her own nephew attended “Camp Vatra” and related 
to her his excitement and love for the camp experience. 
Lenore learned from him that the camps meant a great 
deal to other children, too. She kept this information in 
her heart. 

Unable to personally participate as a volunteer staff 
member, Lenore considered in what way she might con- 
tribute to this important work and decided to provide 
funds for some very necessary additions to the Vatra 
grounds, namely, for a Camp Administration and Nurses 
Station Building. In her generosity, Lenore Kinnear in- 
cluded the Vatra in her will. 

One year ago, November 5, 1993, Lenore Tudor 
Kinnear fell asleep in the Lord, surrounded by family 
and loved ones. She was buried from the Protection of 
the Holy Mother of God parish (St. Mary), Metropolitan 
Washington, D.C. area, and interred near her husband in 
Birmingham, Michigan. 

The seed planted in her heart, to help children, blos- 
somed into a bequest of $25,000 for the building of a 
much-needed Camp Administration and Nurses Station 
Building. The Episcopate Council, in accepting the be- 
quest, was pleased to authorize the implementation of 
the funds for the goal intended. Work will begin in the 
Spring of 1995 with occupation scheduled for the 1995 
Camp Season. 

In making the bequest, Mrs. Kinnear also knew and 
intended that the Nurses Station would be available for 
use for the general public visiting the Vatra during the 
events of the Church Congress, Memorial Day and Hram 
Day services. 

Lenore was born in Regina, Saskatchewan, the daugh- 
ter of John and Maria Tudor. The family were founding 
members of St. Nicholas Church and Lenore, with them, 


Lenore Kinnear 
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DEDICATION OF 
MIRAMAR PARISH 
HOUSE 


Mrs. Rucsanda Bota and Dna. Psa. Rodica Sasu stand 
at the main entrance of the new Miramar Parish 
House, making a last minute inspection before the 
dedication on November 13. 


The Holy Trinity Parish, Miramar, Florida, and Mrs. 
Rucsanda Sarbu de Bota, with thanksgiving to the good 
God, cordially invite you to participate in the festivities 
for the DEDICATION of the new parish house, Saturday 
and Sunday, November 12 & 13, 1994. 

The new, two-story parish structure is in the final , 
stages of completion and awaits the special service of 
dedication and blessing by His Grace, Bishop 
NATHANIEL, and attending clergy. Parishioners and 
guests are anticipated to attend in large numbers, from 
the North, east and west Florida coasts. 

As part of the over-all program of construction begun 
at Holy Trinity, and through another generous financial 
gift of the CORNELIU & RUCSANDA BOTA FOUN- 
DATION, the parish house is the fourth structure of the 
parish complex which includes the Church, the parish 
hall and apartments. * 


attended services in the same church where services are 
still held today. 

After her marriage, Lenore re-located in the United 
States, settling in Dearborn and later in Lathrup Village. 
She worked for the Ford Motor Company for many 
years. Her husband preceded her in death in December, 
1990, at which time she relocated in Washington to be 
near her sister, Mrs. Marie Ficken and her family. 

The “Vatra Kids” thank Lenore Kinnear for her gen- 
erosity, and the Camp Administration and Staff add their 
own gratitude for this generous bequest which provides 
for a much-needed facility for the Diocesan Center and 
the “Vatra Kids.” 

Memory Eternal! & 


SOLIA NOVEMBER 1994 


ARFORA 
Almanac 


November, 1994 
Dear Sisters and Supporters of ARFORA 


Since [ communicated with you in the October Alma- 
nac, I had the opportunity to visit several parishes on the 
occasion of their anniversaries, mortgage burnings and 
other important events in the parish. I always marvel at 
the efficiency with which the ladies auxiliary of each 
parish handles the event — this includes meal prepara- 
tions and serving, the public relations they do as they 
address the members of their own churches as well as 
visitors, and, in many cases strangers; they sing in the 
choir; they billet relatives and friends — their energies 
seem ceaseless. What is the most common complaint we 
hear with all these good things happening? To my ears, 
the question or complaint is: “There are so few of us.” 
In my work with my church, I note that the busiest 
women in the church auxiliaries are the ones who are 
reaching out to others. They socialize as they work and, 
yes they get tired, but it is such a good tiredness. I 
observed this at the recent Conference of the Orthodox 
Brotherhood of Canada. My own parish, St. George in 
Dysart, hosted a delightful meal — I mean many delight- 
ful meals — there were many other ladies who joined 
them — the work was done speedily, the socializing was 
bountiful, and so went another successful event. But 
wait, why then were there only 5 ladies doing the pre- 
preparations to the Conference? This is a small parish of 
about 20 families. What goes on in a large parish with 
200 families? I observe the same situation — possibly 
now you see 10 ladies busy with the pre-planning. Where 
are the others? Ladies, to be a good church member and 
participant, it means making use of our talents which, 
thank God, are numerous. Busy we all are. But, if we 
look ahead, we can contribute more to merciful God who 
has provided us with so many good things. 

The Orthodox Brotherhood of Canada, in its wisdom, 
made the decision to split the net proceeds of the Ban- 
quet with the ladies auxiliary. As far as I know, this is 
unprecedented. Possibly more ladies do not get involved 
in the activities of the ladies auxiliary because they feel 
that, generally, they can contribute in other ways. But, 
do they? Let us examine our own participation in the 
auxiliaries of our Church. 

Every time I go to church, I listen carefully to the 
Epistle reading, the Gospel reading, and the homily. 
What was the most striking idea I took with me from the 
last church service? It was that, we should strive for 
perfection — perfection of what? How do I make myself 
ready to meet my Maker. Sure, on the job, I strive for 
perfection so that I can get that next promotion, or get 
that next salary increase — but, I have a lifetime to 
accomplish this? How long do I actually have to ready 
myself to meet my Maker, the Giver of my talents? The 
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HIERARCHAL 


SCHEDULE 


September 11, Sunday. Southfield, MI. St. George 
Cathedral. Divine Liturgy. Episcopate Sunday dinner. 

September 16-18. Winnipeg, MB. St. George. Fri- 
day: Television interview. Saturday: Blessing of cem- 
etery graves. Great Vespers. Sunday: Divine Liturgy. 
Festive banquet celebrating burning of the mortgage. 
Evening lecture. 

September 22-25, Thursday-Sunday. Washington, 
D.C. Various services and activities to close the celebra- 
tion of the 200th Anniversary of Orthodoxy in America. 

September 30-October 2, Friday-Sunday. Dysart, 
SK. St. George. All-Canada Deanery meeting. Cana- 
dian Orthodox Brotherhood Conference meetings, fes- 
tivities, services. At Divine Liturgy, blessed Alex 
Holovach as Sub-Deacon. 

October 7-9. Friday-Sunday. Akron, OH. Presen- 
tation of Our Lord. U.S. Orthodox Brotherhood Con- 
ference meetings, festivities, services. 

October 12, Wednesday. Troy, MI. St. Mark Coptic 
Orthodox Church. Divine Liturgy. Consecration of the 
new Altar by His Holiness, Pope Shenouda III. # 


answer is, “I don’t know.” Nor does anyone really know. 
Before we go to Confession, we prepare ourselves. We 
must honestly ask ourselves some very difficult ques- 
tions. Most of us are not guilty of major crimes, but we 
can do things to improve our attitude toward our friends, 
our neighbors, our families. We must demonstrate our 
beliefs. We can’t just say — “I get along great with 
everyone.” My father always told me: “If you do good 
works, don’t brag, let others speak of your work. 

Wonderful work can be done through working, shoul- 
der to shoulder with the members of the auxiliaries. 
Don’t just support with words but do it with deeds. You 
will find that when you average it out over the year, it 
may not mean more than about 10 minutes a day. 

Best wishes to our American members for a Happy 
Thanksgiving in November! Have a happy and success- 
ful auxiliary year and, till next time, God bless us all. 

(Dr.) Eleanor Bujea, President 
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45TH AROY CONFERENCE SUCCESSFUL 


The 45th Annual A.R.O.Y. Conference was held Au- 
gust 18-21 at Sts. Peter and Paul Church in Dearborn 
Heights, Michigan. This Conference marked the official 
celebration of the Bicentennial of Orthodoxy in North 
America by our Diocese and the forty-fifth AROY Con- 
ference. 

The weekend began Friday morning with a Te Deum 
service and the opening roll call of the delegates. After 
a workshop led by Mr. Michael Anderson (OCA De- 
partment of Youth) and lunch, everyone present took 
part in a Memorial Service (Parastas) in memory of 
Archbishop VALERIAN and the past presidents of 
AROY. The evening festivities consisted of a lenten 
Romanian buffet followed by a dance. Those who at- 
tended were delighted by the various photographs around 
the hall which brought back fond memories of AROY’s 

ast. 

A Saturday began with meetings once again. Almost 60 
delegates from across the nation gathered to discuss 
issues and help AROY move toward a bright future. 
Several Past Presidents and clergy who were present 
also gave their input and suggestions for the betterment 
of the auxiliary and our Episcopate. The second work- 
shop was presented by the Presidents (or representa- 
tives) of each of the other auxiliaries from our Diocese 
in order to inform and educate the youth and the parents 
about their purpose and their willingness to work with 
AROY for the good of us all. Following lunch, the 
annual Writing Extravaganza entries were read to the 
Convention body. Congratulations to Miss Natalia Ivascu 
from Cathedral AROY whose paper on the past, present, 
and future of AROY and our Episcopate won first prize. 
The last item on the agenda was the election of the new 
National Board. Congratulations to Mr. David Zablo 
(Akron, 94-95 President; Mr. Erik Luca (Cleveland), 
Vice-President; Mr. Steve Zablo (Akron), Secretary; 
Mr. David Gligor (Akron), Treasurer; Miss Marlene 
Aldea (Southfield), Auditor; Miss Andreea Sandu (Chi- 
cago), Auditor; Mr. Matthew Wright (Akron), Mem- 
ber at Large; Miss Natalia Ivascu (Southfield), Member 
at Large; Mr. John E. Lazar (Southfield), Historian; 
and Mr. Tom Rosco (Dearborn Heights), Religious 
Education. We are also happy to have Very Rev. 
Panteleimon Stanciu (Romanian) and Fr. John 
Limbeson (English) return as our Spiritual advisors. 
With the election completed, the 45th AROY Confer- 
ence was closed by a unanimous motion. The delegates 
then moved into the Church for a group photo followed 
by Vespers. 

Saturday evening was, of course, the social highlight 
of the weekend. The Hyatt Regency Hotel was the site of 
the “Starlight Debutante Ball.” Nine Debs were intro- 
duced to over 450 people who attended the lovely pre- 
sentation and Romanian dance. The Debutantes were: 
Miss Veronica Poleacu, Dearborn; Miss Jennifer Ro- 
man, Dearborn; Miss Priscilla Dragoi, Chicago-St. 
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1994 AROY 
Cotillion Debutantes 


Mary’s; Miss Mioara Mindea, Chicago-Holy Nativity; 
Miss Sara Rogozan, Southfield; Miss Leah Sandru, 
Canton, Ohio; Miss Laura Groza, Akron; Miss Allison 
Clarey, Dearborn; Miss Amanda Metzner, Cleveland. 
They really did steal the show thanks to Co-Chairwomen 
Gigi Peru and Janet Clarey. 

Sunday morning began with Matins and the vesting 
of His Grace, Bishop NATHANIEL. Before the Liturgy 
began, His Grace blessed John C. Ivascu (Southfield), 
Thomas M. Rosco (Dearborn), and John E. Lazar 
(Southfield) to be Subdeacons. Those present prayed 
that the Holy Spirit would come upon them and encour- 
age them to continue to serve His Holy Church. The 
Liturgy was celebrated by Bishop NATHANIEL as- 
sisted by nine priests and two deacons. The responses 
were given by the combined AROY / Sts. Peter and Paul 
Choir. 

The banquet marked the closing of the Conference 
festivities and the start of the new AROY year. During 
the dinner, the AROY 50/50 raffle winner was announced. 
In order to ensure a fair draw, Fr. Limbeson was asked 
to choose the winning ticket, his wife’s, Preoteasa Betty 
Limbeson. Thanks to Father and Preoteasa who donated 
their winnings back to AROY. Also at the dinner was the 
presentation of the Chapter Achievement Award. Con- 
gratulations to the Ak-ROY Chapter who just barely 
edged out the Catehdral Junior Chapter to take first 
place. After all was said and done, everyone joined in the 
traditional song “Goodbye Dearborn, Goodbye ... Hello 
Cathedral, Hello... .” 

We look forward to a productive, exciting year and 
hope that everyone, young and old, will support the 
youth of our Holy Church. % 

John Eugene Lazar 
National A.R.O.Y. Historian 
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1994 AROY Writing Extravaganza 
First Place Recipient 


Back To THe FUTURE! 


Change is part of our lives in every way. Each day we 
are introduced to new information and technology that 
effects our daily routine. We are forced to look con- 

stantly to the future, as it approaches with blinding speed. 
It is easy to never look back; to ignore tradition and live 
only for the present and future. But is it in our best 
interest? The past is not excess baggage to be carried like 
a burden, but a gift to be treasured and embraced. As 
American-Romanian Orthodox Christians, we are heirs 
to a long line of tradition in both Orthodoxy and Roma- 
nian heritage. We are especially reminded of this during 
1994, the 200th Anniversary of America’s introduction 
to Orthodoxy. The last two centuries have been filled 
with changes that affect us today, and we should thank 
God for both the blessings and the challenges. 

In 1794, Orthodoxy thrived in the Eastern hemisphere. 
Countries like Romania, Greece, Russia, Serbia, Ukraine, 
Albania, Bulgaria, and Turkey all held huge majorities 
of Orthodox Christians. However, one area of the world 
was absent of Orthodoxy; a continent discovered 300 

years prior and yet, for historical reasons, untouched by 
Orthodox missionaries — North America. 

Eight Russian monks formed the missionary band that 
first entered North America, through what was then 
Russian Alaska, including the later canonized St. Herman 
of Alaska. More missionaries followed and educated the 
native people in Orthodox Christianity. The first bishop 
for the new missionary diocese, Innocent (who has also 
been proclaimed a saint), came to the New World in the 
mid-1840’s. Besides continuing to educate the people 
and building up the community with churches, schools, 
and orphanages, Bishop Innocent created the first writ- 
ten language for the native Aleuts and translated the 
Holy Gospel so they could worship in their own lan- 
guage. Year after year, this young diocese was fueled by 
increased interests and immigration. At the turn of the 
century, it experienced a change with a special signifi- 
cance for us, the Romanian Orthodox — the arrival of 
large numbers of Romanian immigrants. 

Communities began to form across the United States 
and Canada. Our people stayed close in proximity and 
relation. They strived to carve out a place in North 
America while keeping strong ties to their homeland. In 
1929, our diocese was founded and began to search for 
a center for the newly formed diocese. By 1935, Bishop 
Policarp arrived and Vatra Romaneasca was established. 

Four years later, Bishop Policarp was not allowed to 
return to the United States after a visit to Romania. War 
had broken out and eventually Communism took over 
Romania. Our people could not see themselves, as citi- 
zens of countries based in freedom, dominated by a God- 
less regime that they believed had taken over the Patri- 
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archate. A declaration of independence from the Roma- 
nian Church was made. Then, by God’s grace, the Ro- 
manian Orthodox Episcopate of America chose a new 
shepherd to lead — Viorel Trifa. Finally, the new Roma- 
nian Orthodox Episcopate of America, under the capable 
leadership of the consecrated Bishop Valerian, began to 
build and expand its stake in North America. 

Bishop Valerian, who was later honored as “Arch- 
bishop,” was clearly visionary in regard to his views 
about the future of Orthodoxy in America. He realized 
the important responsibility held by all Orthodox young 
people. They had to learn and one day teach the tradi- 
tions of their religious and ethnic heritage to others. He 
published service books and educational materials in 
English, started the educational camps at the Vatra, and 
urged the strengthening of A.R.O.Y. to organize the 
young people and provide them a vehicle to accomplish 
the goal of not only maintaining but spreading their 
faith. Surely these gifts are among the most significant 
events for us, as the current youth of the Church, now 
under the spiritual care of His Grace, Bishop Nathaniel. 
Bishop Nathaniel has established and guided many new 
parishes and missions. He is clearly dedicated to the 
expansion of the Orthodox faith, drawing to it the Ameri- 
can youth, while not ignoring the Romanian heritage. 

This is just a brief synopsis of 200 years of struggle 
and success. It is filled with names and events that we 
know as part of our history, the past. At first it may seem 
boring or irrelevant to our life today, but there is much 
we must learn as we are responsible for the future of our 
parishes, the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate in America, 
and Orthodoxy Itself. 

When each of us was blessed with the Holy Sacra- 
ments of Baptism and Chrismation, we received a gift, 
but not without strings attached. It is at that moment the 
wonder of the One, Holy, and True faith began to be 
revealed to us, and on our shoulders was placed the 
eminent responsibility to live a life in Christ and to share 
Orthodoxy with the world. Let us for a moment take 
stock of the status of Orthodoxy in America. After two 
centuries, how far have we come? From the original 
eight missionaries in Alaska, followers of Orthodoxy 
now number about 6,000,000. Impressive? Not really 
when one considers that it still leaves us as one of the 
smallest religious minorities of this continent. In fact, we 
do not even account for 1% of the combined populations 
of the United States and Canada. This bicentennial of / 
Orthodoxy’s existence in North America is not only a 
time for celebration but for reflection. We know how it 
all started, but how far do we still have to go? And more 
importantly, what will it take to get there? 

Cont. on page 11 
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CONGRESS OF ROMANIAN 
AMERICANS (CORA) 
REPORT - OCTOBER 1994 


White House invites CORA representatives to cer- 
emonies for President Yeltsen. CORA and 13 other 
American organizations graciously declined the invita- 
tion to participate. Each organization gave its specific 
reasons for doing so. CORA reflected on the lack of the 
US government ’s interest in events occurring in Moldova, 
and its favoring of Russia’s interests at the expense of 
countries like Romania. Cited were the 14th Russian 
Army, the illegal Transnister Government and issues of 
the Taraspol Six. 

No Yalta II: The Central and East European Coali- 
tion (CEEC) held a news conference at the National 
Press Club. CORA is part of the CEEC which consists of 
16 national organizations of Americans with European 
origins. The Coalition recently sent letters to all Senators 
and Representatives in Congress, asking that they speak 
on the floor of their respective chambers, regarding the 
maintenance of independence and freedom for the former 
Communist Bloc countries, and the protection from any 
imperialistic moves by Russia. For a charge of $8.50, 
your Senators and Representatives will receive telegrams 
on the subject discussed in the Coalition’s letter. Those 
interested in supporting this position should call 1-800- 
372-2626 and ask for 9559. The Coalition, on CORA’s 
initiative, appears to have succeeded in bringing about a 
Hearing of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, to 
discuss US foreign policy with regard to Russia and 
Central and Eastern Europe. The Central and East Euro- 
pean Coalition meets twice monthly. 

CORA elects officers, The officers are as follows: 
His Grace Bishop NATHANIEL, Chairman; Armand S. 
Scala, President and Secretary; Archbishop VICTORIN, 
Vice President; Mark Meyer, Vice President; and 
Cornelliu Mohoreanu, Treasurer. Three CORA officers 
attended a reception for President Iliescu on the occasion 
of his visit to Washington. 

Moldova: A Moldovan “White Paper” is being pre- 
pared by CORA, to be distributed to every member of 
Congress. CEEC will sponsor, on its letterhead, this 
brief to all Senators and Congressmen. It will be dedi- 
cated exclusively to the abuses leveled at the people of 
Moldova; those seemingly ignored by the current US 
policy. 

Congressional Caucus: The CEEC has worked hard, 
and has been successful in convincing members of the 
House of Representatives to form a permanent Caucus to 
present policies of common interest in Central and East- 
ern Europe. 

US AID: The CEEC has succeeded in developing the 
language for, and of having passed into law, regulations 
which require more frequent and more comprehensive 
reporting to the U.S. Congress of the spending of AID 
money. In addition, the CEEC has prepared the language 
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ADOPTIVE FAMILIES 
MAINTAIN ROMANIAN 
HERITAGE 


Father Eugene Rosu and Lynne Jennings with chil- 
dren adopted from Romania who now live in and 
around Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 


Saturday, September 10, 1994, was a beautiful and 
sunny day. It was a perfect day for a picnic! This was the 
day for the third annual fall picnic for the Pittsburgh area 
families with children adopted from Romania. 

Our group has been meeting since the fall of 1992. 
We meet in the spring and fall. We started out with 11 
families, and we now have 16 families. Our children 
range in age from 2 to 8, and they all come from Roma- 
nia. 

All of the families have a common purpose. We want 
to teach our children their Romanian heritage. We feel it 
is important for our children to get together at least twice 
a year. We want them to know that they all share a 
common bond — their Romanian heritage. It is also 
wonderful for the parents to be able to share their own 
adoption stories with others who have had similar expe- 
riences. 

This year, we have several wonderful new additions 
to our family. Father Eugene Rosu and several members 
of St. Elias parish in Ellwood City, joined in on our fun. 
Father Rosu has graciously agreed to teach the children 
the customs and language of Romania as the children get 
older. He will also teach them about the Orthodox faith 
and holidays. The children will be in great hands with 
Father Rosu as a teacher! 

The day was full of exciting games, delicious food 
and fellowship. We collected medicine and supplies that 
will be sent to Romanian orphanages. 

Our next party will be in March of 1995. If you would 
like more information, you can contact Father Eugene 
Rosu at St. Elias Orthodox Church, 425 Cherry Way, 
Ellwood City, PA 16117, phone (412) 752-4223, or 
Lynne Jennings at 402 Pebble Creek Dr., Cranberry 
Township, PA 16066, phone (412) 772-5787. % 


Participant 


to be used by various Senators in legislation governing 
the future expenditure of funds by AID. # 
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DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES 


By Dna. Psa. Nicole Mitescu 


With the more relaxed pace of summer, I’ve had the 
chance to look at some things with new eyes, and it’s 
been fun. 

We were in Colorado recently, where for a city dweller, 
the open land and skies are breathtaking. But it was 
something else that caught my attention. As we passed 
by a herd of cows one day, a giant animal with long 
wicked-looking horns stood out as clearly the master of 
the field. No matter how badly I wanted his photo, I 
certainly didn’t intend to get any closer to him than the 
barbed-wire fence. When we passed the same way a 
while later, our bull was still there, but this time he was 
contentedly scratching an itch on his back with one of 
his horns. To our eyes, he now looked sweet, peaceable 
and charming. 

Well, this got me to thinking about how we look at 
things. At first I thought about the biblical image of 
“beating swords into ploughshares,” going from a war- 
like existence to a peaceable one. Then I thought about 
how quickly we had judged the bull the first time, based 
on his fierce-looking appearance. Maybe we were all 
wrong and this bull was a real “Ferdinand” at heart! And 
finally I thought about how we can use our negative or 
violent tendencies and change them into something good, 
the way this bull was doing. 

Well, all of this came out of seeing a herd of cows, 
and having the fun of thinking about it. For those of you 
who know and understand cows, please forgive my ob- 


vious ignorance! 

On a topic I understand a bit more about, one of our 
children has been learning to drive a stick-shift car this 
summer. Shifting smoothly from a stop into first gear 
was not easy, so she tried hard to avoid red lights. But as 
she pointed out in some frustration, “Stop signs don’t 
have a green light!” She just couldn’t avoid them. I 
hadn’t ever really thought about stop signs, but they had 
real meaning and significance to our daughter. 

I was thinking that parts of the Liturgy and the Bible 
could be like that too. I know that each word and each 
action has a message for us, but so often we just don’t 
pay attention to them, or don’t understand what the 
message is. The teachings of the Church are really help- 
ful in giving us the right perspective to learn God’s 
lessons. But I think there is more to it than that. It has 
helped me to remember that the Bible and the Liturgy 
were written through God’s inspiration for all people of 
all times. In different times and different situations, people 
will learn and understand the messages that God has for 
them, just like the stop sign had special importance this 
summer for our daughter. 

Finally, I know that a preoteasa can fill many roles, 
but with my summer perspective, I think I’ve found a 
new role for one of them. Our younger daughter went to 
the Vatra summer camp for the second year, and came 
back loving it as much as ever. Her conversation since 

Cont. on page 16 


BACK TO THE FUTURE 


Cont. from page 9 

Our families are close, our traditions are kept, our 
native language and elements of our native culture are 
preserved. Those are the building blocks of prosperity. 
Yet, upon closer investigation, these same assets are the 
barriers to our goal. Orthodoxy, unlike most religions, is 
closely woven with ethnicity. We hear and speak Roma- 
nian, we eat Romanian food, we dance in the traditional 
fashion, and we pray and sing praises to God in Roma- 
nian. Our ethnic pride is fervent, and thank God for that, 
because it keeps us united and shapes who we are. Our 
common descent binds us in a way that nothing else can; 
nothing that is, but God. With God there are no bound- 
aries, no nations, and therefore no nationalities. In the 
kingdom of heaven, we are united in Christ. We must 
ask ourselves: Is our identity defined by our families’ 
birthplace or our faith? At what point does being Roma- 
nian begin to interfere with who we are first — Orthodox 
Christians? 

Whether our family has been in America for several 
generations or we are immigrants ourselves, part of each 
of us is Romanian. As we were taught to “be” Romanian, 
so will we teach the next generation, and so it should be. 
But, as Orthodox Christians, we often forget our primary 
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responsibility to spread the faith. In 200 years much has 
changed, but nothing is different. Orthodox history, be it 
Greek, Russian, Romanian, etc., has been more preoccu- 
pied with maintaining ethnic identity than propagating 
the faith. We have stayed in separate ethnic circles and 
failed to join hands as one Orthodox body. We need to 
bridge the gap between ethnic groups to be truly united 
in Orthodoxy. This is the dilemma our generation inher- 
its and must address. Let us be the ones to lead the next 
200 years in the spirit of unity. 

We need not fear losing our ethnic heritage by reach- 
ing out to other Orthodox churches. Our history is long 
and lays a deep foundation upon which we will build. 
Each of us must make a commitment to eliminate 
separationism and join together in the name of Ortho- 
doxy. Let us make a pledge, starting now, that we will be 
missionaries in our daily lives and lead others to do the 
same. Let us pray and work for the day that we may 
educate our children in Orthodox schools and care for 
abandoned children in Orthodox orphanages. Let us walk 
with God all the days of our life, and invite others to join 
our journey. We must begin to work toward our goals 
today, for if not us then whom? If not now, then when? 
fe 

Natalia S. Ivascu 
St. George Cathedral A.R.O.Y. 
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‘BURNING Or THE MORTGAGE” — 
WINNIPEG 


“This is the day which the Lord has made. Let us 
rejoice and be glad in it!” With the words of the Psalm- 
ist, Fr. Mirone Klysh, Parish Priest of St. George Ortho- 
dox Church in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, greeted 
His Grace Bishop NATHANIEL on Sunday, September 
18. His Grace had come to the church to offer prayers of 
thanksgiving to Almighty God for the faithful gathered 
for the Holy Liturgy for the first time in a mortgage-free 
Temple of God. The Bishop was assisted by Father 
Mirone, Father Joseph MacLellan, Father Victor Malanca, 
and Monk-Priest Father Anthony-David Edwards. 

“With fear and humility, let us enter in!” Using these 
words of a hymn, the choir, “mystically representing the 
Cherubim,” invited the faithful to participate in this beau- 
tiful service of thanksgiving. The people responded by 
joining with the choir in singing the praises of God. 

Inspired by gratitude to God for the “burning of the 
mortgage” and by the prayers offered on their behalf to 
God by Bishop NATHANIEL, many of the faithful an- 
swered the call and came forward to receive Holy Com- 
munion. 

As always, His Grace presented a challenging and 
stimulating spiritual message to instruct the minds and 
elevate the lives of his faithful flock. 

Following the Holy Liturgy, the Ladies’ Auxiliary of 
the St. George Orthodox Parish hosted a delicious ban- 
quet in the church hall. Clayton Ungrin, a former Parish 
Council President, served as MC and introduced the 
head table and other honored guests: His Grace Bishop 
NATHANIEL, the four priests, Psa. Lillian Klysh, Psa. 
Martha MacLellan, Dr. Eleanor Bujea (ARFORA Presi- 
dent), Simon Ungarian (Parish Council President), Mrs. 
Sylvia Ptashnik (Ladies’ Auxiliary President), Dr. Sami 
Rizkalia (Engineer for the construction of the church and 
a parish member), Mr. Lloyd Rasmussen (contractor), 
and Mr. Thomas Cropo (parish benefactor). 

At the end of the speeches by various guests, -the 
. formal “burning of the mortgage” took place. The con- 
tainer for the ashes was held by Sami Rizkalla and Lloyd 
Rasmussen, while Sylvia Ptashnik held a candle. Por- 
tions of the mortgage were ignited by His Grace Bishop 
NATHANIEL, Fr. Mirone, Fr. Joseph, and the three 
Parish Council Presidents who guided the Parish during 
the construction of the church and the paying of the 
mortgage — John Hlopina, Clayton Ungrin, and Simon 
Ungarian. 

As is always the case when Bishop NATHANIEL 
visits St. George Orthodox Church for a special occa- 
sion, he was involved in a full program of activities. On 
Friday, September 16, 1994, he was interviewed by Fr. 
Mirone for a 30 minute television program under the 
title: “Bishop on the Hot Seat.” The program was broad- 
cast across the Province of Manitoba on Sunday, Octo- 
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ber 9. 

On Saturday morning, September 17, Bishop 
NATHANIEL blessed the graves of the reposed mem- 
bers of St. George. That afternoon, he joined the mem- 
bers of St. George for a Parish Family picnic in a city 
park. In the evening, His Grace was present at Great 
Vespers and enlightened the faithful with his inspiring 
message. 

Over the course of his visit, Bishop NATHANIEL 
had his meals in the homes of various members of the 
Parish. This was a blessed opportunity for the “Shep- 
herd” and members of his flock to share food and Chris- 
tian fellowship. * 

Correspondent 


FINANCIAL REPORT 
Bikes et hs RE EP ISO III SERII E OPEREI STIE! 


EPISCOPATE SUPPORTERS 


ANOHYMOUS 5-5 9572 oud. teks) tales $100.00 
M/M Richard Rogozan, Livonia, M1 ..................0... $100.00 
Fr. & Psa. Dumitru Macaila, Woonsocket, RI ....... $ 50.00 
Emily Frow, University City, MO ............ccccscscseeecenes $25.00 
Jessica A“ Pitz St. nis) ÎNV Ii ini ua ae $25.00 
Zamfira Posteuca, Wilmette, IL ..................ccccccseseeees $25.00 
Stelian Stanicel, Hollywood, FL ...........cccccssccsssseeceees $25.00 
GENERAL DONATIONS 
St. Thomas, St Loa, MO 3 ceea eee tza $250.00 
(Camp Vatra Donation) 
Midwest (lergy, PULVES ct înc a o aa aaa $ 50.00 
John DeMintici, Mississauga, ON ........c.ccccsescesceeeees $ 35.95 
Rev. Fr. Ion Voin, Portland, OR .....c.c.c.c.cccecosectsrceceees $ 30.00 
Dita Sandru, Soutifield, MIs ne $ 15.00 
Rev. Fr. Sterie Mihadas, Mississauga, ON ............. $ 10.00 
MEMORIAMS 
Cecelia Derstine, Gulp Mills, PA ........cccccccsssesseseeee $ 200.00 


(1.M.0. Uncle, Fr. John Toconita) 
Petru J. Lupsor, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 
(I1.M.O. Constantin Nan) 


EPISCOPATE SUNDAY 
St. George Cathedral, Southfield, MI .................. $1,480.67 


LADIES AUXILIARY SUNDAY 


St. Mary Ladies Auxiliary, St. Paul, MN................ $500.00 
BISHOP’S VISITATION (TRAVEL) 
Orthodox Brotherhood of Canada......................... $427.70 
St. George, Winnipeg, MB... a $215.70 
MISSION FUND 
Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hts., MI... $200.00 
HELP FOR ROMANIA 
Psa. Martha MacLellan, Winnipeg, MB ................. $ 86.28 
Carrie Steski, Winnipeg, MB... eee, $ 86.27 
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PARISH BULLETIN NOTES 


Regina, SK. St. George. Parishioners participated in 
ne International “Life Chain” in support of the Pro-Life 
ovement. ... We had a lovely 80th Anniversary cel- 
bration which included a Memorial Service, Divine 
iturgy, festive banquet, and a special program. We 
ere pleased at the wonderful attendance. ... Both the 
srotherhood and the Ladies Auxiliary sponsored fowl 
iinners which were well attended. 


Bridgeport, CT. St. Dimitrie. Our 25th Annual Fes- 
ival was our most financially successful one to date. 
r exhibits were increased, and the Kids Korner was 
sreatly expanded. Our members worked together as one 
ig happy family. ... Our Church School has begun with 
revised curriculum which should increase interest and 
'nthusiasm. ... Our ladies took baked goods to sell at a 
ooth they manned at Orthodox Education Day at St. 
ladimir’s Seminary, and made a nice profit for the 
Deminary. ... They will also host the “Festival of Tables” 
or the Women’s Council of Orthodox Churches which 
s a fundraiser to support theological education scholar- 

hips. 


Merrillville, IN. Descent Holy Spirit. We celebrated 
our 86th Anniversary with Divine Liturgy, a festive 
dinner, and a dance. ... Our church was one of the many 
ibeneficiaries of the George R. Gavrila Trust. 


Ellwood City, PA. St. Elias. We were graced with the 
presence of Bishop NATHANIEL at the wonderful 80th 
Anniversary celebration of our parish at the Divine Lit- 
'urgy and the festive banquet that followed. ... Many of 
Our parishioners participated at a picnic organized by 
families from the Pittsburgh area who have adopted 
children from Romania. ... Our parish hosted the County 
Orthodox Priests Assoc. who organized the Vespers and 
Te-Deum services for the 200 years of Orthodoxy in 
North America. 

pce SP E RUE N 

St. Paul, MN. St. Mary. We had a well-attended 

banquet to celebrate our 81st Anniversary. 
ph deed Bs ee a i 

Indianapolis, IN. Sts. Constantine & Helen. AROY 

sponsored a fine dinner. ... Our parish hosted the Indi- 

ana Religious History Assoc. which included a tour and 

a talk on the Church, followed by a Vespers service. 
et De ii imite 

Chicago, IL. St. Mary. We had a wonderful 6th 
Annual Romanian Festival. 

tdi RE Sa oe 

Cleveland, OH. St. Mary. Our new “Pofta Buna” 
cookbook is now available. ... Also, our 1994 Pictorial 
Directory is printed and distributed. 


ae 
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Members and Friends of St. Thomas Church, St. 
Louis, Missouri, pictured with Archimandrite Ro- 
man Braga and parish priest, Fr. Dimitrie Vincent, 
on Sunday, September 18. 


The Council of Orthodox Churches of St. Louis, rep- 
resenting 13 Orthodox Churches, hosted a Thanksgiving 
Service in celebration of the 200th Anniversary of Or- 
thodoxy in North America on September 18 at St. Nicho- 
las Orthodox Church (Greek Archdiocese). Guest speaker 
was V. Rev. Archimandrite Roman Braga, spiritual fa- 
ther of Dormition Monastery in Rives Junction, Michi- 
gan. He spoke on “Orthodox Christianity in North 
America; Past, Present and Future”. 

In addition to the Bicentennial Celebration, Fr. Braga 
also served and gave the homily at Great Vespers on 
September 17 and at Divine Liturgy on September 18 at 
St. Thomas the Apostle Church (Romanian Episcopate) 
in St. Louis. Fr. Braga focused on “The Spiritual Life in 
Everyday Living”. % 


Phoenix, AZ. St. John. Our annual “Festival of 
Grapes” included all day sports and activites, and an 
evening gala including dinner, folk dance performances, 
Romanian music, dancing, and grape juice tasting. 

See 

Youngstown, OH. Holy Trinity. Thanks to all our 
parishioners who made our 88th Anniversary such a 
wonderful success. ... Our parish hosted the first meet- 
ing of the Orthodox-Roman Catholic Dialogue. 


ee ———— 
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1994 STANITz / 
AROY 
SCHOLARSHIP 
RECIPIENTS 


Congratulations to the following 
recipients of the two $500.00 schol- 
arships awarded this year! 

Mihaela Pop, who attends St. John 
the Baptist Church, Phoenix, Arizona, 
with her parents, Cornel and Maria 
Pop, graduated with honors from 
Moon Valley High School this past 
Spring. She plans to attend a Univer- 
sity in Arizona. While in high school, 
Mihaela received the scholar athlete 
award three years in a row, excelling 
in badminton, tennis, track and soc- 
cer. She is currently the state cham- 
pion for badminton in her age group. 
Scholastically, she graduated in the 
top two percent of her class, and she 
has been a finalist for three years in 
the Arizona Department of Educa- 
tion Creative Poetry Contest. In her 
parish, she is respected by all of the 
parishioners for her leadership in ral- 


| Mihaela Pop 


lying the youth into an active AROY 
chapter. 

‘Joshua L. Sankey, who attends 
Holy Cross Church, Hermitage, Penn- 
sylvania, has completed his first year 
at Allegheny College, Meadville, 
Pennsylvania, with a 3.43 grade point 
average. In college, he is a member 
of the Varsity Football team and the 


Joshua Sankey 


Lambda Sigma Honor Society. Jason 
has held all of the offices of his 
parish’s AROY chapter and has also 
participated on the national level. 
Before attending college, he was an 
altar server and participated regularly 
in the church school program. 
Joshua’s proud parents are Raymond 


and Mary Sankey. * 


$ 43.56 M/M Norman Lantz, Akron, OH 
; Stan Vasile, Calgary, AB 
SOLIA $ 25.00 SUBSCRIPTIONS 


September 8 - October 13, 1994 
We gratefully acknowledge the follow- 
ing donations and subscriptions: 


FRIENDS 


$100.00 
Julia Nartea-North, Chicago, IL 
IMO sister, Mary Cumpanas AZ 


PARISH NOTES 


Cont. from page 13 

Hermitage, PA. Holy Cross. We hosted the first Fall 
meeting of the Orthodox Women’s Guild. ... Our Church 
School classes began and we have classes from nursery 
school through 12th grade. ... Our new Prayer and Study 


Group will meet every Tuesday. 
ah a I Se Ce Ma 


Southfield, MI. St. George Cathedral. We held our 
annual Episcopate Benefit Dinner. ... Our AROY mem- 
bers won several outstanding awards at the National 
Football Tournament. ... Ana, Nicholas and John Lazar 
each had an art project selected to represent their grade 
level at a local exhibition. John’s ink sketch took First 
Place. 

er eee e i O a Pa a ma ce i 
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Iola Rusu, Chicago, IL 
Emily Frow, University City, MO 
Jessica Pitz, St. Louis, MO 
$ 20.00 
Ignatie Valeanu, Chicago, IL 
Ana Stoika, Chicago, IL 
$ 12.00 
M/M Eugene Brown, Sun City West, 


PRAY FOR A FREE ROMANIA AND WORLD PEACE 


M/M Thomas Greaves, Freeport, IL 
M/M John Doncoglu, Fountain, CO 
Dimitrie Ionesco, Montreal, PQ 
Iuliu Maniu Foundation, 

New York, NY 
Dr. Elaine Kleiner, Terre Haute, IN 
Elizabeth Pope, Baltimore, MD 
Anne Zaha, La Habra, CA 
Chirila Ciuntu, Windsor, ON 


Dearborn Hgts., MI. Sts. Peter & Paul. AROY 
wishes to thank all the individuals who helped make the 
Annual AROY Conference such a resounding success 
hosted by our parish. ... Two other Orthodox parishes 
join us in our Adult Bible Study classes. ... This year, 
the theme for our Church School is “Share the Light!” 

m EERE UST Ye 


Fairlawn, OH. Presentation of Our Lord. Everyone 
had fun at our Family Fishing trip at the Medina Hatch- 
ery. ... We had a very busy weekend as we hosted a 
combined Orthodox Brotherhood Conference and the 
AROY Football Tournament. While each group had its 
own activities and sessions, they combined excellently 


in the church services, the dance, and the Sunday brunch. 
It was great! * 


Compiled by Florence Sirb 
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'WoRLD CnuRciH NEws 


kshop's Anniversary Celebrated 

Cleveland, Ohio — His Grace, the Right Reverend Bishop 
THANIEL, was honored on his Anniversary of election as 
shop, by the large assembly of faithful gathered at St. Mary’s 
urch, in Cleveland. On September 20, 1980, Bishop 
THANIEL was elected in Cleveland as Auxiliary Bishop 
the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate. Four years later, after 
retirement of Archbishop VALERIAN, on October 20, 
84, the Electoral session of the Episcopate Congress con- 
med him again as the ruling bishop of the Romanian Ortho- 
x Episcopate of America. The parishioners of St. Mary’s 
sented His Grace with a beautiful pectoral cross, crafted in 
omanian monastery, and sang a prayerful polychronium 
ishing their Archpastor many years in the vineyard of our 
rd. The “Solia” staff also wishes His Grace a most blessed 
niversary! Many years, Master! 


manians Celebrate 90th Anniversary in America 
Cleveland, Ohio — His Grace, Bishop NATHANIEL, as- 
zted by many clergy of our Episcopate, presided over the 
rvices held October 15-16, at St. Mary’s Church, Cleveland, 
‘lebrating the 90th Anniversary of the first Romanian Ortho- 
x parish in the USA. The faithful of St. Mary’s Church, led 
their parish priest, the Rev. Fr. Remus Grama, raised over 
00,000 to upgrade the complex of the church in honor of 
is event. Over 800 faithful attended the services of Saturday 
espers and Sunday Liturgy. Among those present were the 
ery Rev. Fr. Vasile Hategan, Priest Emeritus, and the Very 
„ev. Fr. Richard Grabowski, both former pastors of the parish. 
n artistic program reminiscing about the first Romanian 
odox immigrants in Cleveland was presented by the pa- 
shioners of St. Mary’s. President Bill Clinton and Governor 
"oinovich of Ohio addressed letters of congratulations. 


st Opportunities for Orthodoxy 
Englewood, NJ — An editorial article published by the 
chpriest George S. Corey, editor-in-chief of the monthly 
eriodical, “The Word,” of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
chdiocese of North America, challenges the entire Ortho- 
ox Church, and especially SCOBA, for not witnessing for the 
e Faith to a confused world and for having lost the oppor- 
nity provided by the U.N. International Conference on Popu- 
tion and Development. Faced with the radical decisions of 
at conference, and especially with policies on “the use of 
ibortion as a method of birth control,” endorsed by some 
-ountries, among these our own, the Vatican and voices from 
slam criticized the conference for ignoring some of the most 
ardent areas, such as population enrichment, economic progress, 
“amily values, scientific advances in nutrition, etc. The author 
-vonders: “Where are the Orthodox voices?” The author warns 
-n conclusion, that with such attitudes, the Church risks be- 
-oming “a museum piece”! (See “The Word,” October 1994) 


Politics and Missions 

Jacksonville, FL — The ninth conference of the Orthodox 
Christian Association of Medicine, Psychology, and Religion 
XOCAMPR) will take place at the Marywood Center for Spiri- 
ituality, Jacksonville, Florida, on November 4-6. This year’s 
theme is entitled “Missions: The Evolution of Care.” The ys 
(Rev. Peter Gillquist will address the topic: “The Politics of 
'Missions.” Other Orthodox leaders of missions from through- 
out the world will offer presentations. Among them are Arch- 
'bishop ANASTASIOS of Albania; the Very Rev. James 
'Couchell who will present a new video program, Alexander 
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Rondos, director of IOCC; Rev. Fr. Milton Efthimiou of the 
Greek Archdiocese; Rev. Daniel Christopoulos, a missionary 
in Africa; and others. In addition, the conference will feature 
presentations on “Orthodox Identity and the Medical Health 
Professional”; “Toward Developing an Orthodox Psychol- 
ogy”, and other topics of interest. 


A New American Saint Canonized 

Anchorage, Alaska — The Orthodox Church in America 
glorified the ever memorable Archpriest Jacob Netsvetov 
(1802-1864) on October 15-16 at St. Innocent Cathedral, 
Anchorage, Alaska. Offering himself as a “living sacrifice,” 
St. Jacob endured not only the torture of the bitter Alaskan 
cold, but also all dangers entailed by his mission to Alaska’s 
virgin lands. He learned new languages and brought to Christ 
hundreds of native Indians, often from hostile tribes. As the 
saint himself recorded, he baptized Indians from the Kol’chane, 
Yukon, Ingalit and Innoko tribes, exorcizing them and bring- 
ing them to the path of salvation. With this new saint, the 
constellation of American saints glitters even more brightly as 
an encouragement for stronger and more powerful witness of 
the Apostolic Faith to America. 


Romanian Orthodox Dioceses in Dialogue 

Detroit, MI — A second session of the bi-lateral dialogue 
at a lower level between the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate 
of America (OCA) and the Romanian Archdiocese of America 
and Canada (Romanian Patriarchate) is to be held, with the 
blessing of both His Grace, Bishop NATHANIEL and His 
Eminence, Archbishop VICTORIN, during the month of Oc- 
tober. The first such encounter, held in 1993, after more than 
forty years of separation, led to the possibility of liturgical 
con-celebration between the clergy of the two dioceses. 


Patriarch of Constantinople to Meet Pope 

Rome — Patriarch Bartholomew I of Constantinople an- 
nounced that he hopes to meet Pope John Paul at the Vatican 
on June 29, 1995. The meeting would be the first for the 
Patriarch with the leader of the world’s Roman Catholics, and 
only the seventh between spiritual heads of the two Churches 
since the Great Schism of 1054. “We have demonstrated the 
many varied areas in which our two sister Churches can 
cooperate despite their division,” the Patriarch stated. He also 
referred to Pope John Paul as “our most beloved brother in 
Christ” (Hellenic Chronicle, Sep. 22, 1994). Pope John Paul II 
stated on June 29, 1994, that “Christ wants us to be one heart 
and one soul.” According to the Orthodox Press Service, the 
Pope welcomed the meeting and said that he also wishes to 
meet the Patriarch and to pray together with him so that the 
Lord ... may allow us to soon reach full communion.” (EPS) 


Bishop Nathaniel’s Visit to Romania Highly Covered 
By Press 

Romania — Following the “pilgrimage” of His Grace, 
Bishop NATHANIEL along with the delegation of clergy and 
lay people to Romania during May 6-23, 1994, both the eccle- 
siastical and secular Romanian press offered extensive front 
page columns for this event. Newspapers such as “Evenimentul 
Zilei,” “Romania Libera,” “Vestitorul,” “Telegraful Roman” 
and many others reported the news as an epochal event, since 
this was the first visit ever to Romania of a Bishop of the 
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America. “Telegraful Ro- 
man” concludes with the hope that the visit will “contribute to 
the deepening of the fraternal relations between Romanians 
from the Old Country and those beyond the Ocean.” 


(“Telegraful Roman” June 1-15, 1994) % 
Compiled by Rev. Fr. Remus Grama 
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Icons FROM MOUNT ATHOS AVAILABLE 


A monk from the Romanian skete “Lacul” on Mount 
Athos in Greece paints icons as a means to provide for 
the needs of the faithful and as a way to earn much 
needed funds for their small, needy community. At this 
time the icons pictured here are the only two available. 
They are beautifully hand-painted, with gold leaf in the 
background. Such icons from the holy monastic penin- 
sula of Athos are truly a blessing to have in any home or 
parish church. Each icon is $300.00 and may be pur- 
chased through the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate - 
Dept. of Publications, PO BOX 185, GRASS LAKE MI 
49240-0185. All of the purchase price will be sent to the 
Romanian skete “Lacul”. * 


ARFORA-MARTHA 
GAVRILA SCHOLARSHIP 
FOR WOMEN 


In 1995, ARFORA looks forward to offering the 
ARFORA-Martha Gavrila Scholarship for the elev- 
enth year. The first scholarship was awarded at the 
1985 ARFORA Congress held at St. Mary Church, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

This scholarship is offered to women in post- 
graduate studies. The sum of $1,000 is awarded 
annually to a selected student. 


REQUIREMENTS 
1. The Applicant must be a communicant member 
of a parish of the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate 
of America; 
. She must be a graduate of a duly accredited uni- 


versity or college; 

. She must be accepted by a graduate school or a 
duly accredited university and specify her course 
of study; 

. Three letters of recommendation must be mailed 
sealed, directly to the attention of the Scholarship 
Committee at the below listed address: one from 
the parish priest, and two from individuals not 
related to the applicant, attesting to her character, 

. A3 X 4 black on white glossy photograph must 
be included with the above specified information. 

. A formal letter projecting the applicant’s plans, 
including personal goals, projected use of degree, 
church and community involvement, honors and 
awards, shall constitute formal application. 
Completed application must be in the hands of 

the Committee by March 30, 1995. 

Send request for application to: 
ARFORA-Martha Gavrila SCHOLARSHIP 
PO BOX 309, GRASS LAKE, MI 49240-0309 
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Mother of God - 
Sweet Kissing 


Jesus Christ - 
The Teacher 


DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES 


Cont. from page Il 

she came home typically starts, “Preoteasa Mary Ellen 
said ...” and continues, “If we moved back east, we’d be 
closer to Dearborn and Detroit and Vatra camp!” It 
seems that among Preoteasa Mary Ellen Rosco’s other 
talents, she is a very effective real estate agent! Although 
we don’t have any plans to move back east, it does give 
us the chance to say thank you to Preoteasa Mary Ellen 
and all the camp staff for the wonderful time they give 
the kids each year. 

None of these summer thoughts are very important or 
significant, but it’s been nice to think that even in look- 
ing at little things in a different way, we can find signs 
of God's love for us. % 


BICENTENNIAL Cont. from page 3 


las Cathedral and a reception and dinner was held for all. 

On Sunday, the Blessing of Icons was served by His 
Beatitude, THEODOSIUS, and the Divine Liturgy was 
concelebrated by the Metropolitans CHRISTOPHER and 
JOSEPH, Archbishops VICTORIN, KYRILL, PETER, 
HERMAN and Bishops NATHANIEL, JOB and SERA- 
PHIM. 

The concluding event was the Grand Banquet held at 
the Fort Meyer Officer’s Club at which Dr. Billington 
spoke of his experiences in Russia during the coup d’etat 
in 1993. 

These were the formal concluding events marking a 
year-long celebration of the 200th Anniversary of the 


planting of the Orthodox faith in Alaska and North 
America. *& 
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IN MEMORY OF 
_VIKENTIE PINCU 


The news of the 
i passing away of 
FP Vikentie Pincu on 
August 24 in the Kai- 
ser Hospital in San 
Diego, California, 
shocked the Roma- 
nian American com- 
munity of Southern 
California. 

Vikentie Pincu was 
born on November 5, 
1921, in the small 
town of Nicolinti, 
Yugoslavia. On De- 

ember 17, 1937, he married Juliana Turcoane. Two 
sears later, on November 5, 1939, they were blessed 
ith their only son, Traian. 

Vikentie was a very much appreciated and respected 

erson in his community and in his church. He instilled 
i of this principles and values in his son Traian’s heart. 
“raian and his wife Maria brought much joy to Vikentie 
ith the birth of their daughter Felicia. Vikentie had 
ulways wanted a daughter, so the birth of his grand- 
aughter was especially meaningful to him. 

Traian and his family moved to America where their 
second daughter, Jenny, was born. With a desire to be 
=lose to his family, Vikentie and his wife Juliana decided 
o join Traian’s family in America. Vikentie started all 
over again upon his arrival in the United States, having 

eft all of his worldly possessions behind. He worked 
yard to reestablish himself in the New World, earning 
che respect of those around him. 

Over the past two years, Vikentie’s health was in a 
state of daily deterioration. He was taken to the hospital 
on countless occasions. Each time, his wife, Juliana, 
Traian, Maria, Felicia, Jenny and his parish priest, Fr. 
Constantin Alecse of Los Angeles, were at his side, 
giving him much needed moral and religious support. 

A devout Christian, Vikentie had his church deeply 
rooted in his soul. Although he lived some 100 miles 
away from his church, he would attend the church ser- 
vices on a regular basis. At his home in Vista, he had a 
permanent altar, with icons, crosses and candles, where 
he prayed every day. In church, on special feast days and 
holidays, Vikentie and Juliana received Confession and 
Communion. 

With the death of Vikentie Pincu, the whole Roma- 
nian American community lost a special parishioner, a 
great and generous donor, and a model Christian. 

The wake service was officiated on August 29 in Holy 
Trinity Church, Los Angeles, by V. Rev. Fr. Constantin 
Alecse, parish priest, Fr. Catalin Mitescu of Pomona, 
and Fr. Mihai Carpinisan of Alpine Village. Approxi- 
mately 100 people were in attendance. The following 
day, August 30, over 150 participants attended the fu- 
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IN MEMORY 


“Trei Colorul Roman” Society sadly announces the 
passing away of its good member, PEARL 
(PARASCHIVA) PANTEA, on Sunday, February 20, 
1994, in Jamaica Plain (Boston), MA, at the age of 97 
and 11 months. 

She is survived by her daughter, Irene Aurelia (Anghel) 
Rugina of Jamaica Plain, MA, with whom she had gone 
to live in 1986. She is also survived by five grandchil- 
dren, the first four are the children of her deceased son 
Romy and his wife Anne: Laurie Armstrong, Marianne 
(David) Hinkle, Romy (Kathy) Pantea — all of Califor- 
nia, and Janet (Fred) Gasparovic of Crown Point, IN, 
Cornel Popa-Rugina of Massachusetts; 12 great-grand- 
children: Jessica Armstrong, Kelly and Matthew Hinkle, 
Jennifer, Jason and Chase Pantea, Heather, Sean, Nicole 
and Michelle Gasparovic, Jennifer and Jared Popa, and 
one great grandchild, Christina. She was preceded in 
death by her beloved husband, Romul, in 1969, and by 
her only son Romy in 1989. 

Funeral Services were held on February 25, 1994, at 
the Descent of the Holy Ghost Romanian Orthodox 
Church in Merrillville, IN. Fr. George Treff officiated, 
assisted by Fr. Romey Rosco of Sts. Peter & Paul Roma- 
nian Orthodox Church of Dearborn, MI, godchild of 
Pearl and Romul Pantea. Burial was at Calumet Park 
Cemetery next to her husband, son and daughter-in-law. 

Mrs. Pantea was born March 21, 1896, in Ighisdorf, 
Tarnava Mare, Romania, and came to the U.S. at age 16 
to join her mother in Pennsylvania. When she visited 
relatives in Gary, IN, she met her future husband, Romul 
Pantea, and was married in May, 1917, at the church 
where she was to remain a member for 76 years. She was 
also a member of the choir, of Sts. Constantin & Elena 
Ladies Auxiliary for more than 69 years, during which 
time she served as President for many years, working 
unstintingly for the benefit of the church and Society, 
helping to raise funds for the new church. She and her 
husband initiated the first $100-a-plate dinner to benefit 
the church, raising $14,000, and assuming all the ex- 
penses of the dinner. 

They had few relatives but enlarged their spiritual 
family by being “nasi” (godparents) to six couples in 
marriage and to ten children in baptism. 

Her only regret in her later years was that she was not 
near her church in Merrillville. Her friends will remem- 
ber her kindnesses, her dignity, her love of fellowman, 
her generosity, her willingness to serve where needed 
and especially her remarkable devotion to family. After 
living a full, rewarding life, the Lord called her gently to 
eternal rest in her sleep with her daughter nearby. She 
will be of blessed memory forever. *% 


neral service at Holy Trinity, officiated by the same 
clergy. Following the service, Vikentie Pincu was laid to 
rest at Hollywood Memorial Park Cemetery. A memo- 
rial meal (pomana) was served in his memory at the 
church following the burial. 

May his memory be eternal! % 
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BAPTISMS 


Anca, Michael Emanuel, son of Marinela & Gheorghe Anca, 
Chicago, IL. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Cornelia 
& John Cordos. 

Baciu, Alex, son of Ilie & Marie Baciu, Addison, IL. Holy 
Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Ioan & Elena Streza. 

Bica, Alexandru, son of Marius & Cecilia Bica, Calgary, AB. 
St. Mary, Calgary, AB. Godparents: Marian & Claudia 
Lazar. 

Bizgu, Melanie Anne, daughter of Stelian & Mariana C. 
Bizgu, Ypsilanti, MI. St. George Cathedral, Southfield, MI. 
Godparent: Marina Dinescu. 

Bucur, Michael Stephen, son of Stefan & Patricia Bucur, 
Round Lake Beach, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. God- 
parent: Elena Oprean. 

Bucur, Nicole Daniela, daughter of Stefan & Patricia Bucur, 
Round Lake Beach, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. God- 
parent: Elena Oprean. 

Buzoiu, Johnny, son of Ionel & Eugenia S. Buzoi, Philadel- 
phia, PA. Descent Holy Ghost, Elkins Park, PA. Godpar- 
ents: Corneliu & Florica Balasa. 

Codrea, Austin Parker, son of John & Karen Codrea, Lake 
Orion, MI. St. Nicholas, Alliance, OH. Godparents: Jenni- 
fer Codrea & George Blebea. 

Edmiston, William Steven, son of William B. & Maria I. 
Edmiston, Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. God- 
parents: Ilie & Livia Basaraba. 

Kalugar, Elizabeth Kathleen, daughter of Mark A. & 
Kathleen M. Z. Kalugar, Sterling Hgts, MI. St. George 
Cathedral, Southfield, MI. Godparents: Mark Vincent & 
Virginia A. Vincent. 

Kisereu, Nicholas Stefan, son of Tiberiu & Tamara Kisereu, 
Streamwood, IL. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Cecilia 
& Jonel Maiogan. 

Kozak, Debra Katalin Ruth, daughter of Emmerick & Ruth 
F.B. Kozak, Phoenix, AZ. Descent Holy Spirit, Merrillville, 
IN. Godparent: Bette Enoshel. 

Lungu, Rebecca Maria, daughter of Zenobia & Virgil R. 
Lungu, Oak Park, IL. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparents: 
Carmen & George Corbei. 

Lupou, Monica Maria, daughter of Mary & Dumitru Lupou, 
Roselle, IL. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Georgeta 
& Gavril Costina. 

Mudure, Kimberly Eden, daughter of John & Camelia 
Mudure, Cicero, IL. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparents: 
John & Nora Dimenna. 

Pavel, Stephanie Roxane, daughter of Gheorghe & Elena D. 
Pavel, Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godpar- 
ents; Fr. Eugen & Daniela Vasilescu. 

Smarandescu, Mihai Emanoil, son of Mihai & Gabriela P. 
Smarandescu, Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. 
Godparents: Michael & Donna Collins. 
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MARRIAGES 


Brown, Justin B. and Debra K. R. Kozak, Phoenix, AZ. 
Descent Holy Spirit, Merrillville, IN. Godparents: Ron & 
Sherry I[liovici. 

Csipai, Stefan and Lorena C. Sporia, Chicago, IL. St. Mary, 
Chicago, IL. Godparents: Florica & Branco Raiac. 

Krecu, Jonel and Bobica Ladan, Chicago, IL. St. Mary, 
Chicago, IL. Godparents: Georgina & George Susa. 

Man, Radu I. and Mihaela D. Tatar, Chicago, IL. St. Mary, 
Chicago, IL. Godparents: Norica & Petre Muresan. 

Oltean, Carol and Marieta Carciumaru, Chicago, IL. Holy 
Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: David & Steliana 
Tufeanu. 

Restea, George L. and Linda C. Trantina, Starke, FL. Holy 
Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Iulia & Mark Gorelik. 

Smarandescu, Mihai and Gabriela Popescu, Chicago, IL. 

Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Michael & Donna 

Collins. 


DECEASED 


Barbat, Alexander, 89. Holy Resurrection, Warren, OH. 
Barbat, Mary, 75. Holy Resurrection, Warren, OH. 
Bebelea, Irina, 62. Holy Trinity, Youngstown, OH. 
Bumba, Victoria, 75. Holy Resurrection, Warren, OH. 
Cumpanas, Mary, 80. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. 

Datish, George D., 27. Holy Resurrection, Warren, OH. 
Magda, Nellie, 76. St. George, Regina, SK. 
Maldarascu, John, 65. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. 
Morris, Ann, 84. St. Mary, St. Paul, MN. 

Nan, Constantine (Gus), 78. Holy Trinity, Youngstown, OH. 
Nicolaescu, Constantin, 84. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. 
Rusu, Petra, 99. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. 

Somesan, Florence, 76. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. | 
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Slujitorul Sfantului Altar, 
La Implinire De Veac 


Vremea ne apropie de sfârșitul celui de al douăzecilea 

ac, iar timpurile de acum ne arată cum creștinii sunt tot 

i lumești, iar lumea se cheamă creștină. Limbile par 

sau încurcat, sufletele sau înrăit, războaiele sau 

ultit, iar morala a ajuns politizată. Nicodată nu a fost 

ea mai tulburată, ca acum. Niciodată creștinii nau 

ijt mai dezbinati, ca astăzi. Ce ne facem cu seceta din 
a omului? 

!Pământul geme de suferinţă, dezamăgire și necredinta. 

ibdarea și lacrimile rugăciunii s'au împuţinat, iar ateii 

vesc Sf. Biserică si Sf. Cruce. Toţi vor să ne rupă de 
stos. 

Să ne aducem aminte de Samarineanul milostiv, care 
begat rănile celui ce căzuse între tâlhari. Lc. 10,25-35. 
dezlegat păcatele omului căzut în mâinile ispitei si 

icredinţei, aducându-l la Biserica lui Dumnezeu. 
ine poate linişti mulțimile, inimile dezamăgite și 
ntile răvășite de patimi? Mântuitorul Hristos, care ne 
ă pe toţi: “Lăsaţi copiii să vină la, Mine”, Mat. 

,14; “Tinere tie îţi zic scoală-te” Lc. 7,14; iar pe cei 

aturi îi cheamă cu cuvintele: “Veniti la Mine toţi cei 

teniti și impovarati” Mt. 11,28. 

Singur Dumnezeu este veşnic în cugetul nostru. El ne 

ue mintea departe de vorbele desarte și inima neintinata 
plăcerile patimilor. 

Este o adevărată răscruce a lumii creștine, iar creştinii 

ută totuşi loc de refugiu duhovnicesc. Deși trăim 

emuri apocaliptice, izbăvirea va veni. Bun sfetnic în 
sata creştină de azi, este Biserica lui Hristos, care ne 
lăuzeşte spre Dumnezeu, ne învaţă şi întărește dreapta 

edință, luminându-ne mintea și inima. Nu trebue să 
=scurajăm, pentru că Dumnezeu este cu noi. Vrăjmașii 
xedinţei nu vor învinge Biserica creștină, pe care nu o 
or birui “nici porțile iadului.” Mt. 16,18. “Vai de cei ce 
simesc răul bine si binele rău, care spune că întunericul 
ste lumină și lumina este întuneric.” Isaia 5,20. 

“Intoarceţi-vă fii ai oamenilor,” zice psalmistul, Ps. 
3, că “Aproape esti Tu Doamne și toate puruncile Tale 
ant adevărul,” ne îndeamnă el. Ps. 118,151. 

In ușile Sf. Altar întâlnim Slujitorul lui Dumnzeu, 
are trebue să lupte pentru simbolul Golgotei îndurerate 
2 azi, ca aprig apărator al Ortodoxiei. 

In Ierusalim au fost zeci de mii de oameni, dar Duhul 
fânt ma coborât decât peste cei 12 Apostoli. Când 
Mântuitorul a înmulţit cele cinci pâini, le-a dat numai 
„postolilor să le împartă ascultătorilor și tot lor le-a 
oruncit să strângă fărămiturile. Mt. 14-21. 

Dacă învățătura mântuirii o pot primi dela oricine, 
um spune sectarii, nu numai dela Apostoli și Slujitorii 
ânduiţi anume, dece în ultima rugăciune către Tatăl, 
entru ucenici zice: “Pe aceștia care mi i-ai dat Mie, ca 
4 fie una, precum și noi, sfinţește-i pe ei în adevărul 
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Tau.” loan 17. Şi arătându-se Apostolilor le-a zis: “Precum 
ma trimis pe Mine Tatăl si Eu vă trimit pe voi. Apoi a 
suflat peste ei Duh Sfânt, dându-le puterea să dezlege 
păcatele.” loan 20. 

Preotia nu este o simplă slujbă încredinţată de o 
cumunitate, ci este o Taină Sfântă, prin care se 
împărtăşeşte un Dar al. Sf. Duh, care nu se pierde. F. Ap. 
20,28. De aceea preotul este chemat să împace Cerul cu 
Pământul și să fie el însuși drept și implinitorul voinţei 
dumnezeiești, al legilor și poruncilor, căci este urmaș al 
Sf. Apostoli. Apostolul Pavel numea darul apostoliei 
“comoară,” iar pe sine se considera “un vas de lut,” care 
poartă acea comoară. 2 Cor, 4.7. 

Tinta Preotului este să-și facă credincioșii fericiţi, 
evlaviosi mântuindu-i, pentru că el este mijlocitor între 
Dumnezeu și om. Sf. loan Gură de Aur zice: “Ascultă și 
tremură, străjueşte-ţi inima. Păstrează curăţenia 
sufletească ... să aveţi totdeauna sinceritatea în gând şi în 
faptă. Stati lângă Dumnezeu.” Biserica se cere 
imfrumsetata cu florile Credinței și să fie încălzită cu 
dragostea sufletului creștin. Vestirea Evangheliei singură, 
nu este de ajuns. Fapta este măsura vieţii, Preotul merge 
și acolo unde este o lacrimă de șters, un necaz de alinat, 
un suflet de mângiat. Crestinul are nevoe de o respiraţie 
spirituală, venită dela Slujitorul Sf. Altar. Cum zice Sf. 
Părinte: “Sărută gândirea, graiul și duhul credinţei.” 
Aceștia sunt truditorii în ogorul lui Hristos. 

La răscrucea vieţii de azi stă întrebarea: “Dar voi cine 
ziceti că sunt”? Mt. 16,15. 

Biserica creştină este în Priveghere, pentru că 
Antihristul este în ofensivă. Osteneala pastorală de azi 
cere Preotului să fie la înălţimea cuvenită și să facă 
cinste așteptărilor lumii însetate de Dumnezeu, zidind și 
păzind hotarele sufletului omenesc. Sf. loan Scărarul ne 
învaţă: “Birueste pe vrăjmași cu numele lui lisus, fiind ca 
nu este armă mai puternică decât aceasta, în cer și pe 
pământ.” 

Nu rutină, adică săvârşirea mecanică a Serviciului 
Divin si nici inovaţia, sau minimâlizarea cuvintelor - 
transmise de Sf. Părinţi, prin formulări personale, în 
locul cuvintelor rânduite de El. 

A venit vremea şi acum este când trebue să vorbim cu 
noi înșine și despre noi preoții, ca $i despre slăbirea vieţii 
duhovnicești. Dacă școala teologică dă harul vocației 
preoţiei, Evanghelia dă conștiința preoţiei. Sf. Grigorie 
de Nazians exclamă: “Trebue să fi tu însuţi lumină, ca să 
poţi lumina pe alţii și trebue să fii însuţi curat, ca să poţi 
curati pe alţii.” 

Omenirea s'a schimbat, prin închinarea atâtor patimi, 
dar și omul sa schimbat.” Mult se vorbeşte azi despre 
drepturile omului, dar despre drepturile lui Dumnezeu 

Cont. la pag. 24 
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ant Către Preoţi 

Cuvânt Către Preot 
Legământ 

Iubite frate: 

Doresc să vorbesc astăzi cu tine, despre un lucru 
nespus de scump, pe care îl purtăm cu noi, despre un 
lucru de care ne apropiem cu un nespus respect, despre 
“Legământul și mărturisirea preoțească” pe care am facut- 
a când am pornit pe drumul - deloc ușor, dar sfânt al 
preoţiei. “... Voiesc a lucra numai pentru mântuirea 
sufletească a turmei duhovnicești, încredinţată mie. Voi 
îndrepta viata mea după învăţăturile sfinte ale Evangheliei, 
ale Sfinţilor Apostoli, ale canoanelor și învățăturilor 
Sfinţilor Părinţi ai Bisericii Ortodoxe.” Nu voi uita 
niciodată cuvintele Sfântului Apostol Pavel, care cere 
preotului să fie “fără prihană, bărbat al unei femei, treaz, 
întreg la minte, cucernic, iubitor de străini, învăţător, 
nebetiv, negrabnic a bate, neagonisitor de câștig urât, ci 
blând, nesfadnic, neiubitor de argint, bine chivernisindu- 
Si casa sa, prunci având ascultători, cu toata cucernicia.” 
(I TIMOTEI 3,1-4). 

Si iarăşi mărturisesc: “Descoperind şi cunoscând în 
mine însușirile, care după învăţătura Sfântului Apostol 
Pavel, se cer de la un slujitor al Bisericii Domnului si 
Mântuitorului nostru lisus Hristos, fac fagaduinta 
sărbătorească, că de la acelea nici-când nu mă voi abate, 
ci mai vârtos voi năzui a le cultiva și a le desăvârși în 
mine, făcându-mă pildă credincioșilor, cu cuvântul, cu 
viata, cu dragostea, cu credinţa si cu curăţenia vieţii 
trupeşti, mă voi arăta prin faptă totdeauna vrednic de 
misiunea preoțească. Toate acestea strâns a le păzi si a le 
urma mă oblig, prin cuvântul meu bine gândit și cântărit. 
Indeosebi făgăduiesc că voi purta cu cinste şi demnitate 
haina preoțească, prescrisă de autoritatea bisericească. 
Făgăduiesc, mai departe, că voi păstori pe credincioşii 
mei cu blândeţe si cu răbdare, că voi săvârși cu evlavie 
sfintele slujbe în biserică, nu voi înceta a vesti 
credincioșilor mei, cu cuvântul și cu fapta, lumina 
cunoştinţei de Dumnezeu, arătându-le calea care duce la 
fericirea vremelnica și veșnică: ...” 

Ne oprim aici cu legământul și mărturisirea pe care 
am făcut-o atunci când am fost hirotoniți ca preoți. Iti 
mai aduci aminte, frate preot, de acest moment diri viaţa 
ta? Câţi ani au trecut de atunci? Zece, cinsprezece sau 
mai mulţi. Iti aduci aminte fiorul sfânt cu care le-ai 
rostit? Îţi amintești că atunci s'a aprins în suflet o flacără 
şi că ai făgăduit să nu o lași să se stingă? Iti aduci aminte 
ce ai spus: “Astăzi este ziua convertirii mele.” Acum, 
după atâţia ani, este vremea să ne întrebăm: Cum ne-am 
ţinut acest legământ? Ce am împlinit din acest program, 
din acest dumnezeiesc statut al misiunii noastre preoțești? 
De câte ori l-am recitat? De câte ori am examinat si am 
făcut bilanţul: cât am împlinit din el și ce a rămas 
neîmplinit? De câte ori am confruntat mărturisirea noastră 
cu viaţa noastră? De câte ori am privit la luminile pe care 
le aruncă asupra datoriei noastre de păstori sufletești, a 
datoriei noastre de mesageri ai Evangheliei lui Hristos? 
Am meditat noi oare îndeajuns asupra conţinutului acestui 
legământ, asupra insemnatatii și necesităţii lui, asupra 
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valorii lui pentru viata noastră personală și pentru viata 
credinciosilor nostri? Ai luat seama cat de cuprinzatoare 
este această “mare carte” a misiunii unui preot? Cat de 
mult este legat idealul de realitate, cuvântul de faptă, 
sufletul de trup, vocaţia mântuirii vremelnice, de cea a 
mântuirii veșnice? 

După ani și ani de la rostirea lui în faţa altarului, ne- 
am putut convinge de importanţa propovăduirii prin fapte, 
despre puterea convertitoare a pildei, despre adevărul că 


este mai bine să nu propovaduiesti, dacă nu poţi 


propovădui prin fapte bune, prin dragoste, prin milostenie, 
prin înţelegere si iubire de oameni. Credincioșii ne 
așteaptă să le vestim de pe buzele noastre Cuvântul lui 
Dumnezeu, ei sunt dormici să se adape din apa Lui cea 
vie. 

Dar ei doresc să ne vadă mărturisitori prin viaţă ai 
cuvântului dumnezeiesc. Ziceau cei vechi: “Nimeni nu 
poate fi vorbitor bun, dacă nu va fi un om îmbunătăţit” 
lar lisus Hristos, Marele Arhiereu, ne-a spus: “Aşa să 
lumineze lumina voastră înaintea oamenilor, încât văzând 
ei faptele voastre cele bune să mărească pe Tatăl vostru 
cel din ceruri” (Mat. 5,16). Tot în Scriptură citim că 
înainte de a încerca să scoţi paiul din ochiul altuia, să 
scoatem bârna din ochiul nostru. Propovăduirea nu se 
face prin judecarea și osândirea credincioșilor care vin la 
Biserică. lata ce spune despre pildă și buna-cuvinta Sf. 
Joan Gură de Aur.” Fii pildă credincioșilor tăi cu cuvântul, 
cu viata, cu dragostea, cu credinţa, cu curatia, dandu-te 
pilda tuturor spre fapte bune, adica insuti sa fii cel dintai 
chip al vieţii, ca o lege insufletita, ca o pravilă si rânduială 
a vieţii celei bune.” 

Se cuvine să ne aducem aminte de cuvintele Sf. Apostol 
Pavel către ucenicul său Tit: “Intru toate arată-te pe tine 
pildă de fapte bune, dovedind în învăţătură neschimbare, 
cuviinţă, cuvânt sănătos și fără prihană ...” (Tit 2,7-8) 

Buna-cuviinta este haina cu care trebuie să-și îmbrace 
preotul viaţa în fiecare zi. Bune-cuviinta faţă de locasul 
cel sfânt unde intră, se roagă şi aduce jertfa cea 
nesângeroasă pentru iertarea păcatelor, buna-cuviinta fata 
de el însuși, buna-cuviinta fata de toţi oamenii şi 
credincioșii care vin să-l asculte și-l numesc cu atâta 
smerenie “cinstite și sfintite părinte”. Comuniunea cu 
oamenii cere dragoste și respect fata de om. “Păstor 
adevărat” zice Sf. loan Scărarul, “este acela care poate si 
caută să îndrepte prin nerăutate și cât mai multă sârguinţă, 
credinţa și rugăciunea oilor cele cuvântătoare pierdute.” 
In această situaţie, ca un doctor duhovnicesc trebuie să 
aibă trupul, dar mai ales sufletul slobod de orice patimă 
si neputinţă, ca să nu ceară de la alţii nici un fel de 
doctorie și nici să-i reproșeze cineva” “doctore, vindecă- 
te pe tine însuţi.” Se cuvine, drept acea, să luăm aminte 
la legământul și mărturisirea pe care le-am făcut când am 
pornit pe drumul preoţiei, să avem mereu înainte 
învăţătura Sfintelor Scripturi, şi să ne străduim să le 
împlinim cu toată inima şi cu toată dragostea de 
Dumnezeu și de oameni. In acest fel “când se va arăta 
Mai Marele păstorilor vom putea lua și noi, dacă ne 
găsim vrednici, “cununa cea neveștejită a măririi” (I 
Petru 5,4) 


Amin. % Par. Ioan Cornel Vesa 
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Despre Revelatia Dumnezeieasca 


Prin revelaţie sau descoperire dumnezeieasca înţelegem 
>flunea prin care Dumnezeu S'a făcut cunoscut 
amenilor. Dumnezeu S’a descoperit pe cale naturală si 
ipranaturala. 

Revelatia naturală este cunoştinţa despre Sine pe care 
jumnezeu ne-o dă ca să putem înţelege firea lucrurilor 
frumuseţea Creaţiei. Astfel, psalmistul spune: “Cerurile 
oun slava lui Dumnezeu și facerea mâinilor Lui o vestește 
iria. Ziua zilei spune cuvânt si noaptea nopţii vestește 
iiinţă” (Psalm 18,1-2), iar întregul psalm 103 este un 
Hevărat imn adus lui Dumnezeu Creatorul. Sfântul 
:postol Pavel scria Romanilor, că “cele văzute ale Lui se 
Aid de la facerea lumii, intelegandu-se din făpturi, adică 
=snica Lui putere si dumnezeire, asa că ei să fie fara 
“vânt de apărare” (Rom. 1,20). 

Revelația supranaturală este descoperirea pe care 
'umnezeu o face prin oameni sau direct. Astfel, 
'umnezeu s'a arătat primului om în rai, apoi avem arătări 
»eciale în rândul poporului evreu, ales de Dumnezeu 
entru planurile providentei Sale şi revelaţia 
umnezeiească absolută universală, dată prin Insusi Fiul 
zău Cel întrupat, Domnul nostru lisus Hristos, aceasta 
“ind revelaţia Noului Testament care se identifică cu 
iserica creștină. 

Această ultimă formă a revelatiei, supranaturală, ni sa 
“ansmis prin Sfânta Tradiţie și Sfânta Scriptură. Pentru 
zeasta avem cuvintele Sfântului Apostol Pavel către 
“esaloniceni, care zic: “Pentru aceea, fraţilor, staţi și 
-neţi predaniile pe care le-aţi învăţat prin cuvântul ori 
rin scrierea noastră” (II Tes. 2,15). 

Sfânta Traditie în înţeles mai larg, ca element al întregii 
=velatii divine, se extinde și asupra celor conţinute în 

fânta Scriptură. In înţelesul restrâns al cuvântului, 
suprinsul Sfintei Tradiţii este considerat a fi acele 
„devăruri revelate care nu sunt fixate explicit în Sfânta 
criptură. 

Sfânta Scriptură, însă, nu este identică cu revelaţia 
ivină, ci este numai mărturia inspirată a acesteia, 
şternută în scris. Chiar dacă amândouă izvoarele 
evelaţiei dumnezeiesti, Sfânta Tradiţie şi Sfânta 
scriptură, sunt importante, ca referință rămâne Sfânta 
Scriptura, care este scrisă de autori inspirați de Duhul 
sfânt. Dar cu toate acestea, Sfânta Scriptură, fără mărturia 
Sfintei Tradiţii ar rămâne izolată și lipsită de cea mai 
„utoritativă, mai veche și mai vrednic de crezare mărturie 
1 Bisericii și ar ajunge insuficient sau greșit înţeleasă. 

Sfânta Scriptură si Sfânta Tradiţie aparţin vieţii 
Bisericii. Biserica este aceea care ne-a dat Sfânta Scriptură 
cu ajutorul Sfintei Tradiţii, fixând canonul Sfintei 
Scripturi în primele decenii ale secolului al IV-lea. In 
afara Bisericii, Sfânta Scriptură poate fi o simplă colecţie 
de cărţi, o scriere oarecare. 

Pentru că Sfânta Scriptură aparţine Bisericii, ea ne 
>onduce spre Biserică și devine piatră de granit pe care 
stă Biserica lui Hristos si la care se referă evangheliștii: 
“Cerul şi pământul vor trece, dar cuvintele mele nu vor 
trece” (Matei 24,35; Marcu 13,31; Luca 21,33). 
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Tradiţia ca forma a revelatiei dumnezeiesti cuprinde 
adevărurile de credinţă predate de Mântuitorul, 
propovaduite de Sfintii Apostoli si transmise in Biserica 
pe cale orală. Astfel, Sfânta Traditie se numește Traditie 
Apostolică, fiindcă, conţinutul ei îl formează întreaga 
învăţătură a Apostolilor, primită de ei de la Hristos. In 
cuprinsul Tradiţiei Apostolice întră și o serie de structuri 
harice ale Bisericii, care vin de la Hristos prin ei: Sfintele 
Taine, toate ierurgiile $i ierarhia sacramentală, precum și 
anumite orânduieli privind viaţa Bisericii și a membrilor 
ei. Drept pentru care putem spune că Sfânta Tradiţie este 
memoria vie a Bisericii. 

In general, nici o sectă nu recunoaște Sfânta Traditie 
ca pe o a doua cale și formă de transmitere și păstrare a 
cuvântului lui Dumnezeu. Atât pentru protestanți cât și 
pentru neo-protestanti (sectari), Sfânta Scriptură este 
singura normă de credinţă, “sola Scriptura.” 

Dacă este să cercetăm Sfânta Scriptură, vedem că ea 
cuprinde multe texte care reliefează existenţa Sfintei 
Tradiţii. Un exemplu poate fi: “Mergând învăţaţi toate 
neamurile, botezându-le ... invatandu-le să păzească toate 
câte Eu vam poruncit vouă, și iată Eu sunt cu voi în toate 
zilele până la sfârșitul veacului.” (Matei 28,20). Un alt 
exemplu: “Deci si alte multe minuni a făcut lisus înaintea 
ucenicilor Săi, care nu sunt scrise în cartea aceasta. Şi 
acestea s'au scris ca să credeţi că lisus este Hristosul, 
Fiul lui Dumnezeu, și, crezând, să aveţi viaţă în numele 
Lui.” (Ioan 20,30-31) sau în alt loc: “V'am scris aceste 
puţine lucruri ... ca să vă îndemn și să vă mărturisesc că 
adevăratul har al lui Dumnezeu este acesta în care stati.” 
(I Petru 5,12) Ori: “Tu însă rămâi în cele ce ai învăţat și 
de care esti încredinţat, deoarece știi de la cine ai primit 
învăţătura.” (II Timotei 3,14) 

Amândouă izvoarele revelatiei, Sfânta Scriptură și 

Cont. la pag. 22 


Pui Micut 
Pui micut, hai lângă mama: 
întro zi vom trece vama. 


Ne vor scotoci din lume cele bune, 
ne vor număra pe stele cele rele. 


Stai acuma și ascultă: calea 
este lungă, multă, 

sus, în cer, e Dumnezeu; 
să-i culegi în curcubeu 
dragoste și pace bună, 
îngerași cântând din strună 
o să-ţi spună ... o să-ţi spună. ... 
Să-i auzi şi să-i asculti! 
Anii-s mulţi 

şi răii-s mulţi ... 

Tu, de-acasă când te-i duce, 


nu uita să-ţi faci o cruce! 
Florica Batu Ichim 
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Marea Tragedie Din Phoenix, Arizona: Tinerele Corina 
Si Claudia Brejea Au Decedat Intr'un Tragic Accident 


Mare durere este cand cineva din rudele sau 
cunoștințele noastre își dau obstescul sfârșit! 

Durerea însă este și mai mare atunci când răposatul 
este un tânăr, un frate care încă nu și-a trăit viaţa, și fără 
de veste i-a sosit ceasul despărțirii de cele lumești. 

Şi, oh! cât de incomensurabilă poate fi durerea părinţilor 
care își pierd nu un copil, ci doi, gemeni, două tinere, 
care n'au împlinit nici vârsta adolescenţei, singurele fiice 
ale familiei, care și-au pus atâtea speranţe în aceste 
vlăstare promițătoare. 

Tragedia de care vorbim, s'a întâmplat in Phoenix, 
Arizona, Sâmbătă 8 Octombrie 1994, în jurul orelor 5:00 
p.m. 

Cinci tinere din localitate, veneau dintrun week-end 
plăcut, dintro localitate de resort (un pitoresc lac) în 
Arizona, când autoturismul lor, fără de veste, traversând 
un “highway,” fără asigurare, au fost lovite brutal, și 
patru din cele cinci pasagere, în momentul impactului cu 
o auto-basculantă de peste 80 de tone greutate, și-au 
sfârșit viaţa, fiind declarate “decedate,” la faţa locului, de 
către paramedici. 

A cincea persoană, o tânără de 19 ani, care era și 
şoferul autoturismului, a fost luată la spital, de urgență, 
în stare gravă, de comă, unde încă se află, și la ora 
actuală, luptându-se cu moartea. 

Pentru cele patru tinere decedate însă, Claudia și Corina 
Brejea (gemene), în vârstă de numai 17 ani și jumătate, 
Marlena Flores (de numai 15 ani), sora mai mică a 
tinerei, ce conducea mașina, și Ashley Middleton, de 18 
ani, s'au și făcut aranjamentele funerare si au si fost 
înmormântate, la ora la care scriem aceste umile rânduri. 

Două dintre ele, surorile gemene, Claudia și Corina 
Brejea, erau românce, fiicele lui Ion și Silvia Brejea, 
români din Phoenix, Arizona, (celelalte două americance). 

fon Brejea este preşedintele Consiliului Parohial al 
bisericii “Sf. loan Botezătorul,” din metropola Arizonei. 

Născute la 3 Martie 1977, în oraşul Garden City, din 
Michigan, Corina (sau “Cori,” cum o știau colegii), și 
sora ei geamănă, mai vârstnică cu 2 minute decât “Cori,” 
erau bucuria părinţilor lor. Veniseră cu familia în Phoe- 
nix, Arizona, în Octombrie 1979. 

Ambele au urmat școala din localitate, după care 
“Thunderbird” High School, fiind în clasa a XII-a, de 
unde urmau să “gradueze,” în luna Iunie, 1995. 

Au venit în lume, împreună, prin binecuvântare, și au 
plecat din lume, împreună, prin accident. Au lăsat în 
urmă, adânc indoliati, părinţii John si Silvia Brejea, 
bunicile, Ileana Brejea și Ileana Avram, unchii şi mătușile, 
verisorii și verisoarele, nasii, colegii, prietenii si 

cunoștințele, care le-au iubit si apreciat foarte mult. 

Corina a dorit să urmeze căile cele mai bune pentru a 
deveni “Model,” dorind să participe la concursurile 
internationale de “Modeling,” care să-i asigure succesul. 

Claudia, care iubea “chipul lui Dumnezeu în om,” 
dorea, cu orice pret să devină fizioterapist. 
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Ambele sau stins ca niște flori, înainte de vreme. 
Dumnezeu să le ierte și să le dea veșnică odihnă în 
corturile drepţilor. 

Cu participarea a sute de persoane, părintele paroh 
Vasile Pârâu, a săvârșit, în fiecare seară (Marti, 11 și 
Miercuri 12 Octombrie, crt.) slujba sărăcustei, la capelă. 

Din încredințarea P.S. Episcop Nathaniel, părintele 
protopop Constantin Alecse, din Los Angeles, a luat 
parte, alături de părintele paroh Vasile Pârâu, și I.P.S. Sa 
Mitropolitul Vladimir (pensionat, rezident al Phoenix- 
ului), la slujba înmormântării acestor după tinere, Corina! 
și Claudia Brejea, Joi, 13 Octombrie, 1994. 

Două tinere fecioare, Claudia și Corina Brejea, 
îmbrăcate în rochii de mirese (miresele lui Hristos), 
depuse în coșciuge albe, așteptau în capelă, și mai apoi 
în biserica parohială, slujba oficială a prohodirii.} 
Emoționant și cutremurător. 

Drept omagiu, școala unde erau înscrise aceste tinere, 
în ziua înmormântării, a fost închisă, astfel că peste 
1,500 de elevi, dela respectiva școală, au putut participa 
la înmormântare, alături de comunitatea Româno-Ameri- 
cană din Phoenix, Arizona. 

Slujba, inclusiv cuvântările celor cca 6-8 elevi deb 
liceu, apoi cuvântările reprezentanţilor consiliului! 
parohial, cuvântul pastorului baptist, al bisericii locale, 
cuvântarea preotului locului, părintele Vasile Pârâu, 
cuvântul de mângâiere al Mitropolitului Vladimir, sit 
cuvântarea protopopului Constantin Alecse (care a cititk 
cuvântul funebru al P.S. Sale Episcopul Nathaniel, la}; 
această ocazie), au durat cca 3 ore. 

Cca 1500-1800 de persoane au luat parte la ceremonie. | 
O experienţă cu totul emoţionantă. 

După o scurtă oprire la casa răposatelor, pentru 
depunerea a două coroane de flori, cortegiul mortuar s'a; 
îndreptat spre cimitirul “Phoenix Memorial Park,” unde} 
surorile gemene, Corina și Claudia, au fost depuse întru; 
odihnă veşnică. 

O pomană de amintire a acestor tinere a fost oferită lak 
sala parohială, cu participarea a cca 500 de persoane. 

Dumnezeu să le ierte și să le fie țărâna ușoară. % 


Participant), 


Despre Revelatia 
Cont. de la pag. 21 
Sfanta Traditie, formeaza întregul numit Biserică. Intre}. 
cele două elemente există o legătură foarte puternică sil. 
ele nu pot exista una fără cealaltă si desigur Biserica nuj. 
ar avea nimic, ar fi golită sau Sar prabusi fără cele două.| 
Toate trei elemente - Sfânta Scriptură, Sfânta Traditie Sif 
Biserica - ni-L descoperă si ni-L oferă pe Dumnezeu, așa) 
cum EI S’a lăsat descoperit pe Sine prin profeti, arătări si 
prin întruparea Fiului Său. Sansa de a-L întâlni și a-Lj 
cunoaște pe Dumnezeu mai bine este deasa împărtășanie. 
Preot Eugen V. Ros 
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Sarbatori Bisericesti In Luna Noembrie 


Noembrie este ultima lună de toamnă, care se mai 
ama în vechiul grai românesc si “Răpciune.” Este, 
jbiceiu, o lună friguroasă. Brumele mari şi mici 
tejesc florile, iarba și frunzele copacilor. Țăranul 
aan știe că, de fapt, la data aceasta nimic nu trebuie să 
rămână pe câmp. Unde si unde se mai vede câte un 
=c de porumb întârziat. Vine postul Crăciunului, se 
saptă să cadă neaua, se schimbă îmbrăcămintea 
menilor. Fiecare se strânge pe acasă, pentru că începe 
rul de mână, șezătorile si nopţile lungi de veghere. 

an calendarul bisericesc, luna aceasta este însemnată 

4 două sărbători scrise cu roșu: ziua de 8 Noembrie, 

-ătoarea sfinților Arhangheli Mihail si Gavril si 21 

sembrie, Intrarea în Biserică a Preasfintei Născătoarei 

Dumnezeu, când suntem deja în prima săptămână din 

st. 

ţii Arhangheli 

Numele de “arhanghel” însemnează primul între îngeri. 
-soanele, care poartă numele Mihail și Gavril, poate 

nici nu-și dau seama că ei poartă nume de îngeri. 

“mele oamenilor este însă ca un drapel, pe care fiecare 
trebui să-l poarte cu cinste, cu respect, cu onoare, și 
«ţa acelor care poartă numele Mihail sau Gavril ar 
Ybui să fie însemnată prin virtute şi fapte bune, 
rropiindu-se cât de putin de vrednicia îngerească. 
“Sfânta Scriptură și Sfânta Traditie amintesc si alte 
sme de arhangheli, ca Varahil, Rafail, Gudiil, Salatiil ... 
=., toţi puși în slujba lui Dumnezeu, ca să lucreze 
tru mântuirea oamenilor. Intrunul din psalmi, profetul 
avid se miră, zicând: “Ce este oare omul, încât chiar 
gerii din ceruri sunt puși în slujba mântuirii lui?” 

Ingerii, aceste duhuri nevăzute, care stau în prezenţa 
i Dumnezeu si-L laudă neîncetat, au fost creiate înainte 

facerea lumii. Ele au văzut când Dumnezeu a făcut 
rul si pământul si sau minunat. Cuvântul “înger” 
semnează “crainic, vestitor” ... Deaceea, când Dumnezeu 
voit ca să descopere ceva lumii, întotdeauna a trimis un 
“ger. 

In cap. 12 din Apocalipsă se spune despre Arhanghelul 
lihail că a luat parte la acea luptă dramatică dusă în cer, 
tre îngerii buni și cei răi, pe vremea când încă nu era 
rul și pământul. Lucifer cu toată ceata lui de îngeri răi 
a mândrit și a voit să ia locul lui Dumnezeu. Deaceea, 
4 fost aruncaţi în întunerecul cel fără de fund și, din 
ageri luminaţi s'au prefăcut în draci întunecaţi. Atunci 
Mihail a strigat către îngerii cei ascultători: “Să stăm 
ine, să stăm cu frică, să luăm aminte.” Dumnezeu a 
reiat pe Adam și Eva, diavolul era deja căzut din cer și 
ata să se amestece in viata primelor oameni și să-i 
spiteasca. 

Tot Arhanghelul Mihail s'a arătat lui Avraam și lui 
ot, pe care l-a scăpat de mânia lui Dumnezeu trimisă 
supra Sodomei și Gomorei. El s'a arătat lui lacov, el i- 
„scăpat pe Israeliti din robia egipteană ... si in general, 
1 este arhanghelul Vechiului Testament, arhanghelul 
ireptăţii lui Dumnezeu din Vechiul Testament, în mâna 
ui se va încredința sufletul nostru când vom muri, ca sa- 
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i cântărească faptele cele bune si să-l treacă prin vămile 
văzduhului. 

Pe de altă parte, Arhanghelul Gavril este arhanghelul 
Noului Testament, al bucuriei. El apare, de câte ori este 
vorba de un înger, în Evanghelie. El anunţă Sfintei 
Fecioare, nașterea Mântuitorului. 

Sfântul Dionisie Areopagitul scrie o carte despre îngeri. 
Le dă nume la fiecare și-i împarte în nouă cete, așa cum 
i-a descoperit lui, Dumnezeu. Ingerul, spune el, este 
acela care face legătura dintre cer și pământ. Deaceea 
Dumnezeu comunică cu oamenii prin îngeri. Fiecare din 
noi avem un înger păzitor, spune Evanghelia. Gândurile 
bune ne vin dela înger, așa precum faptele și gândurile 
rele vin dela diavol. 

Aceasta este importanţa sărbătorirei sfinţilor 
Arhangheli Mihail şi Gavril. 

Intrarea în Biserică 

Este un praznic în cinstea Sfintei Fecioare Maria, iar 
aşezarea lui în postul Crăciunului, adică în 21 ale lunii 
lui Noembrie este ca un fel de pregătire a marelui praznic 
al Nașterii Mântuitorului nostru lisus Hristos, care din 
Sfânta Fecioară a venit spre mântuirea neamului omenesc. 

Viaţa Maicii Domnului, dar mai ales copilăria ei, se 
găseşte scrisă în “Evanghelia sfântului Apostol Iacob,” o 
carte care nu este trecută în Sfintele Scripturi, dar care a 
fost cunoscută, a circulat şi a fost citită foarte mult de 
credincioși în primele veacuri ale Bisericii Creștine. 

Se spune acolo că dumnezeiestii părinţi ai Maicii 
Domnului, Ioachim si Ana, erau din familia lui David, 
temători de Dumnezeu și supuși ascultători ai Legii lui 
Moise. Dar, cu toate rugăciunile și lacrimile lor, n’au fost 
binecuvantati de Dumnezeu ca să aibă copii în viata lor. 
Deacuma erau bătrâni si desconsiderati de tot poporul lui 
Israel, pentru că a nu avea copii era socotit un blestem, 
însemna că acea familie nu mai avea speranţa că din 
urmașii ei se va naște Mesia, Mântuitorul lumii, pe care 
fiecare îl aștepta să vină. 

Intro zi Ioachim a întrat în templu ca să aducă daruri 
şi jertfe lui Dumnezeu, dar Marele Preot l-a dat afară, l- 
a certat şi l-a alungat din comunitate, prin faptul că nu 
avea moștenitori. Ioachim o povestit totul soţiei lui și sa 
hotărât să nu se mai întoarcă acasă. A trecut Iordanul la 
niște păstori în pustie si, dormind în coliba lor, noaptea 
isi deschidea inima lui amărâtă către Dumnezeu, zicând: 
“Scapă-mă, Doamne, de rușinea mea. Nu mă pot asemăna 
cu fiarele din pădure, nici cu peștii mării, nici cu pasările 
cerului, pentrucă Tu ai dat fiecăruia să aiba odrasle în 
jurul casei lor.” In timpul acesta, Ana se ruga cu aceleasi 
cuvinte, in gradina casei ei. Atunci le-a aparut 
Arhanghelul Gavril la amândoi și le-a spus să nu se 
despartă unul de altul, pentru căvor avea o pruncă 
binecuvântată și plănuită de Dumnezeu încă dela începutul 

lumii, pentru că din ea se va naște, în chip minunat, 
Hristos Fiul lui Dumnezeu. 

Atunci părinţii Maicii Domnului au hotărât ca la vârsta 
de trei ani so aducă si so incredinteze lui Dumnezeu la 

Cont. la pag. 24 
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Cont. de la pag. 19 
cine vorbeste?” 

Ce crâncenă este viata aceluia în care nu poruncește 
sufletul îndumnezeit, ci pofta trupului întinat. 
Intelepciunea poporului spune: “Nu răsturna fără să poți 
înlocui, nu dărâma fără să poți clădi si nu tăgădui fără să 
poţi crea.” 

Oamenii vor să trăiască parcă n'ar exista Dumnezeu. 
Bogăţiile dinafară au crescut în măsura în care a crescut 
sărăcia nostră lăuntrică. Lumea de acum este un complicat 
sistem de zidire și prăpăstii. Peste prăpăstii lipsesc 
podurile, iar între ziduri lipsesc porțile. A sosit vremea, 
ca Biserica prin Ierarhia Ei, să arate credinţa si viata in 
Hristos. Pastoraţia noastră trebue îmbunătăţită, înlăturând 
cauzele scăderii noastre spiritaule. Este timpul ca Preotul 
să ducă cu cutremur Crucea Preotiei, slujind și unind din 
nou, sub bolțile Sf. Cruci, pe toți creştinii. 

Cea mai cumplită lovitură asupra Ortodoxiei a dat-o 
Antihristul comunist, limbă și condei otrăvite, care a 
devastat sufletele, a dărâmat Biserici și a ucis, cu moarte 
martirică, milioane de creștini, devotați lui Hristos. 

Este drept că nu se poate arunca asupra Bisericii 
nemulțumirea avută cu preotul, pentru că nu Biserica se 
mântuește prin noi, ci noi ne mântuim prin Biserică. 

Trebue să ne gândim bine că nu am fost chemaţi la o 
dregătorie pământească, ci la o slujire cerească. Sf. Efrem 
Sirul ne învaţă: “Sublimitatea vredniciei preoțești întrece 
priceperea, graiul și gândul.” Nu este greu să găsim acest 
adevăr creştin. E greu să dorim a-l găsi. 

Ne mai aducem aminte de cuvintele Sf. Grigorie care 
spunea despre pricina pentru care el fugea de preoție? 
Imi e rușine de alţii care nu sunt deloc mai buni, degat cei 
care se indeasa în Sf. Biserică, cu mâinile necurate si cu 
sufletul pângărit, în jurul Sf. Mese, cu un gând de câștig 


Nu există pedeapsă mai mare decât păcatul, iar Sfinţii 
Părinţi ne cheamă la îndreptare. Doar Ei după Apostoli 
sunt stâlpii neclintiti ai credinţei. 

Poruncile Tatălui nu sunt cătușe, cum spun ateii, ci 
binefaceri, nu sunt piedici, ci povăţuiri. Să nu uităm că 
viaţa este un dar dela Dumnezeu, iar omenirea, familia 
Lui. Hristos nu cunoaște decât o singură mărime, mărimea 
de a sluji. Cu această mărime se va măsura în Cer. 
“Milueste-ne pe noi Doamne, că mult ne-am săturat de 
defăimare,” se roagă psalthistul. Ps. 123,3. “Dumnezeu 
este iubire,” ne învaţă Sf. loan. 1 loan 4,8, căci iubirea 
creștină este cea mai frumoasă creaţie a lui Dumnezeu. 
“Ea toate le învinge” | Cor. 13. Iubirea este aurul sufletului 
inimii credincioase. 

Dă-ne Mântuitorule lacrimile lui Petru, să ne plângem 
păcatele. Dă-ne căinţa lui Zaheu vameșul, stăruința femeii 
cananience si evlavia Sf. Părinţi, să ne întoarcem la 
Dumnezeu. Aceasta este Biserica lubirii şi a Jertfei 
martirice. 

Oare tragedia necredintei de azi nu ne descopere 
adevărul creștin? % 


Părintele Bârsan 
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SĂRBĂTORI 
Cont. de la pag. 23 


templul din Ierusalim, în mâinile preoţilor, ca Dumnezeu 
să îndrumeze pașii ei asa cum va voi. Aceasta sărbătorim 
noi la 21 Noembrie: aducerea Sfintei Fecioare la templu. 

Sa întâmplat, însă, cu ea o minune. Copila, cum a 
întrat în biserică, a fugit în Sfânta Sfintelor, unde nu se 
cade să între decât arhiereul odată pe an, și acolo a căzut” 
în rugăciune. Nu puteau să-i aducă nici mâncare, pentru . 
că Arhanghelul Gavril venea și o hrănea în fiecare zi cu’ 
hrană spirituală, cu hrană îngerească. Acolo a rămas 
Fecioara până la vârsta de 12 ani, când a fost încredinţată 
Sfântului Iosif, printrun act de logodnă. Cu toate că Fiul 
lui Dumnezeu a fost conceput dela Duhul Sfânt și fara 
ispită trupească, atunci când avea să se nască, trebuia să 
fie înscris în registrele istoriei noastre pământești pe 
numele unui tată, care se trage din semintia lui David. 
Acesta este motivul pentru care Sfânta Fecioară a fost 
logodită cu Iosif. 

Sfântul Grigorie Palama spune că îndată ce Fecioara 
a întrat în Sfânta Sfintelor, într'ânsa, curgerea păcatului 
strămoșesc a încetat. Este vorba de păcatul lui Adam. 
Prin neascultarea Evei în rai — zice Sfântul Irineu — 
lumea s'a pierdut, iar prin supunerea și curatia Sfintei 
Fecioare, lumea s'a mântuit. Sinodul Ecumenic al Bisericii 
Creştine ţinut în Efes, la anul 431, hotărăște că Fecioara 
a fost fecioară înainte de naștere, în naştere și după 
naștere. Asta credem și asta mărturisim noi în fiecare zi, 
în Simbolul Credinței. După cum Sfânta Sfintelor a tinut- 
o înlăuntru până la 12 ani, tot așa și Fecioara Maria a 
devenit un “templu,” în pântecele căreia Dumnezeu însuși 
sa sălășluit. 

lată de ce Biserica Ortodoxă sărbătoreşte cu atâta 
smerenie ziua de 21 Noembrie. Fie ca rugăciunile Sfintei 
Fecioare să ne elibereze și pe noi din păcat! # 
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